
 
 

Notes from the Year 7 Parent Curriculum Consultation with Mr Hoverd 

Wednesday 17 March 2021 

 

Attendees: Mr and Mrs Shaw, Mrs Matthey-Claudet, Mr Beidas, Mrs Oldknow,  
Mr and Mrs Samra, Mrs Hattersley, Mr Patel, Mr Davis, Mrs Hurst,  
Ms Lawrence  
Mr Hoverd, Mrs Shaw (notetaker) 

 

Mr Hoverd welcomed parents to the meeting and gave an overview of the curriculum (see attached).   

Mr Hoverd said the curriculum was designed not only so that pupils achieve their best possible grades 

but to ensure that they thrive in both their learning and in the enrichment programme that the school 

provides. 

The timetable for Year 7 students is split into thirds and students stay within these groups for all of their 

lessons.  Students are placed in sets for English and Maths within their third of the cohort and the 

setting this year is based on teacher assessment as there was little prior data from primary schools due 

to the first lockdown in 2020.   

Similarly, in Year 8, students follow a timetable within their third of the cohort.  Students are given a 

choice to study Spanish or German as a second language, or Applied Literacy for those who need extra 

support.  Setting is based on grades from primary or teacher assessments this year.  For those students 

in top sets for languages, Latin is also offered.     

In Year 9, Science is taught in sets based on assessments sat in Years 7 and 8.  In Modern Languages, 

students can opt to study one or two languages.  Students begin Citizenship GCSE in Year 9, sitting their 

exam at the end of Year 10.  End of Key Stage 3 assessments take place at the end of the year and 

results determine the setting for Years 10 and 11.   

Students in Years 10 and 11 are taught in halves.  Four option subjects are chosen in addition to English 

Language, English Literature, Maths, Citizenship and Science.  Students either study three separate 

Sciences if they are in sets 1 or 2 (Biology, Physics and Chemistry) or Combined Science which is the 

equivalent of two GCSEs.   

In the Sixth Form, students can study 3 or 4 A level subjects or Level 3 Btec subjects.   

One parent asked how the Science curriculum will be adapted so that students do not miss out on any 

practical elements of the syllabus that may have been missed due to remote learning.  Mr Hoverd said 

that curriculum plans have been adapted across all subject areas to ensure that students fill any gaps in 

their knowledge.  Some practicals have been taking place during live lessons but these may have been 

demonstrations by the teacher.  Mr Hoverd said he would check with the Science department to clarify 

how any missed practical lessons would be incorporated into the remainder of the Year 7 curriculum.   



In order to monitor progress, prior data is used to give an indication of performance.  In December, 

students sat Centre Assessed Tests (CATs).  Results of these, along with Fisher Family Trust (FFT) 

national data are used to create provisional targets as well as teachers’ judgements from the autumn 

term.  This is the first year that students in Year 7 have been given targets and are based on the new 

GCSE grading system. 

One parent said he wanted to understand the methods and purpose of assessment and asked whether 

progress data can be shared more frequently with parents so that they can support their child at home 

throughout the year.  Mr Hoverd said that normally, by now, parents would have received an initial 

report on their child’s progress but this has been delayed due to lockdown.  Parents will receive a 

progress report at Easter as well as a full written report from each subject at the end of Year 7.  

Another parent asked about setting and whether students stay in the same set from the outset.  Mr 

Hoverd confirmed that, depending on the progress of each student, students can move between sets 

and this is reviewed regularly within departments.   

Mr Hoverd said an additional method of checking a students’ progress is through FAR marking 

(Feedback, Action, Responses).  Students’ class work and homework will be FAR marked throughout 

each term and students are encouraged to respond to their teacher’s feedback as a means of self and 

peer assessment.  Parents are also encouraged to check their child’s exercise books for FAR marking.  

Teachers also carry out summative assessments towards the end of term and details of these and 

general curriculum information are on ClassCharts, the website or from individual departments.   

One parent asked whether students are aware of their target grades.  Mr Hoverd said by this point in 

the year, students in Year 7 normally know their targets.  These are currently being finalised taking into 

consideration teacher assessments, CATs and staff judgements of student engagement over lockdown.  

Targets will be motivational for the students and parents are welcome to contact the school if they wish 

to discuss their child’s targets.  Mr Hoverd said that the target ranges will be explained in the Easter 

reports. 

One parent raised a query about students whose second language is English and whether any special 

criteria is considered when evaluating their progress.  Mr Hoverd said that support would be put in 

place if any student was struggling, particularly in literacy-based subjects and intervention can be 

offered where students have been identified as needing additional catch up. 

A comment was made by one parent who praised Kenilworth School for its extra-curricular programme 

which helps to create well rounded young people.  He asked whether the school assesses how well 

students are developing pastorally.  Mr Hoverd said the pastoral system aims to develop the ‘soft skills’ 

by encouraging teamwork and participation.  Tutors and Heads of Year try to motivate students through 

use of the five ‘R’s and students are rewarded with housepoints, end of year achievements and sports 

awards.  Parents reported that the letters recently sent home from Mr Abbott praising their effort had 

been well received by the students.   

The website will be updated to include the minutes of these consultations for parents to access.  Personal 

copies can be requested from Liz Shaw, Mr Abbott’s PA.   

Mr Hoverd thanked parents for attending.  The meeting ended. 


