
 
 

Notes from the Year 7 Parent Consultation with Mr Abbott 

Thursday 25 February 2021 

 

Attendees: Mr and Mrs Samra, Mr and Mrs Coates, Mr and Mrs Cousins, Mrs Bailey,  
Mrs Williams-Ward, Mr Davis, Mr Landels and Ms Soulard 

  Mr Abbott, Mrs Shaw (notetaker) 
 
 

Mr Abbott welcomed everyone to the meeting.  This was the second in a series of parent consultations 

for Year 7 parents.  Mr Abbott said the school encourages open communication with parents and that if 

parents have any concerns about their child, they should contact a member of staff.   

The consultations were to give Year 7 parents an opportunity to consult with Mr Abbott as this year 

group have not had a ‘normal’ experience of Kenilworth School and students have been in ‘bubbles’ 

since they started in September.  They also had reduced opportunities to take part in enrichment and 

extra-curricular activities.  They missed the usual transition period from primary to secondary school 

and had not been able to enjoy the summer school programme before arriving at Kenilworth School.   

Parents who attended the first consultation asked for clarification on the curriculum, determining 

streaming and options.  Details will be addressed in this week’s newsletter.  They also discussed the 

impact of lockdown on lost education, support for catch-up and support in the transition from primary 

school.   

One parent said he appreciated the chance to have these discussions but raised the issue of consistency 

of teaching and how this was maintained.   

Another parent asked how the school will provide an appropriate balance of teaching new topics and 

recap to ensure that students remain on track and are confident in their learning.   

Another parent wanted to talk about the recent parents’ evening and the frustration of not being able 

to speak to all of his child’s teachers.  Mr Abbott said he would talk to senior staff to see whether an 

additional opportunity could be given to parents for or a progress call with teachers if they had not 

seen them at parents’ evening. 

One parent asked how parents could find out more information about their child’s progress.  As Year 7 

students did not sit their SATs tests in primary and there have been no results of assessments issued 

since September, he asked how parents can access this information.  Mr Abbott explained that there 

are two types of assessments: formative assessment which is built into classroom practice and 

summative assessment which is carried out at the end of a topic or unit.  Cognitive Abilities Tests (CATs) 

were organised by the school as Year 7 students did not sit their SATs in primary.  Mr Abbott said he 

would arrange for results of the CATs to be sent home on request.  Parents can contact individual 



departments to find out about their curriculum and assessment plans, and this information is also 

available on the website.  Questions about the curriculum in general should be directed to Mr Hoverd, 

Curriculum Deputy Head (p.hoverd@ksn.org.uk). 

One parent mentioned that she felt her son had not been fully supported with revision for assessments 

in his Science lessons.  Is the expectation of Year 7 students to become independent learners too great?  

Five hours of live lessons in one day was thought to be a lot of screen time for an 11 or 12-year old.   

Another parent asked whether Year 7 students will still be tested in Science during w/b 15th March.  

Many of the topics being tested were taught during the lockdown without any practical lessons taking 

place or opportunity for embedding the learning.  With the considerable increase in difficulty from Key 

Stage 2 to 3, Science is a prime example of ‘cognitive overload’ for some students and it was felt that 

students may not perform as well in these assessments as they would have done with normal levels of 

teaching.  Mr Abbott said that teachers had revised their schemes of work and curriculum maps to 

allow for reinforcement and recapping of the work covered previously, but that he would ask 

departments to do this again.  Some classes may require more differentiation than others on return to 

school and teachers would build this into the teaching on return to school.  Separately from this, a small 

number of students who have fallen behind and found it hard to engage with remote learning will be 

identified for specific intervention outside of lessons.  There is also funding available for 1:1 tutoring 

through the National Tutoring Programme for a small number of students.     

In addition to the above, Mr Abbott said he is looking at options over the Easter holidays to give 

students an opportunity, given that the Year 6-7 transition summer school was cancelled.  It would also 

be a bonding experience to help improve teambuilding skills and personal development.  Further details 

will follow. 

On the subject of inconsistencies in teaching, one parent said that he had observed a wide range of 

teaching during remote learning.  Some lessons had been excellent and engaging with different 

activities for learning, whilst others had been less impressive.  He asked how the school will address any 

inconsistencies.  Mr Abbott said in normal face-to-face provision, there is robust quality assurance in 

place and an ‘open door’ approach where leaders observe lessons and the quality of teaching and this 

will continue on students’ return to school.  In the classroom, there are ‘drop-ins’, exercise books are 

checked and leaders can get a sense of the level of engagement.  Some teachers have found it harder to 

deliver live lessons than others, particularly if students do not have their cameras on.   

Another parent raised the issue of wearing face coverings in school.  Teachers may miss out on facial 

expressions which is an important part of communication.  Mr Abbott agreed but said schools are 

bound by the restrictions imposed, however, it was a question of confidence rebuilding and this would 

come with time.  Students might feel a little reserved when they return to school so teachers will be 

mindful of this and support them in their confidence building.  

One parent asked whether it was the school’s policy for students to have their cameras switched on 

during live lessons for safeguarding reasons.  Mr Abbott said students had been given instructions 

about pixelating their backgrounds but it had not been a directive.  He said this could be 

counterproductive for many students and could affect relationships with their teachers.  Mr Abbott said 

he knew of only one other secondary school in Warwickshire that has insisted on students keeping their 

cameras switched on but he was unsure of their success with this.  Kenilworth’s policy was to 

mailto:p.hoverd@ksn.org.uk


 
 
recommend rather than direct.  The only time students have been told to keep their cameras on was 

for Sixth Form individual meetings with Year 11 students.  

Another parent suggested that students could wear their uniforms during live lessons in case students 

felt self-conscious about what they were wearing.  She added that she felt the school had 

communicated well with parents during the lockdown and had been faced with making quick decisions.  

Inconsistencies in the quality of teaching can happen in classrooms as well as remotely.  Her own 

daughter had been a little shy during live lessons but she and her friends had communicated via their 

‘phones to help each other navigate through the lessons.  This had been an effective tool to 

communicate whilst listening to the teacher.  Another parent disagreed with this, in the case of his own 

son, and that ‘phones had been a distraction for him as well as the chat function on Teams causing him 

to become disengaged with certain lessons where there had been less control.  Mr Abbott said if 

parents felt their child was showing a lack of engagement, they should communicate with the relevant 

class teacher to try and re-motivate them.  Open communication is always the best policy and this was 

a feature of being an outstanding school.   

The suggestion of opening the school for a few days during the Easter holidays was welcomed by 

another parent as his son came from primary school not knowing anyone.  Mr Abbott said when clubs 

and activities begin again, this would help students to feel more involved and mix with other students.  

Before the lockdown, some older students asked to organise and direct a mini performance for Year 7 

at the end of the year and this will be another opportunity for younger students to bond with their 

peers and with older students.    Mr Abbott will follow this up to see if students are still keen to do this. 

Regarding the recent Year 7 parents’ evening, one parent asked if it would be possible to meet with 

those teachers whom they were not able to meet with on that day.  Mr Abbott said he would contact 

the teaching staff to ask them to provide an opportunity to speak to Year 7 parents if they had not done 

so already.   

Information arising from the consultations will be published in future newsletters.  Notes will be sent to 

parents shortly after the meeting.   

At the end of the meeting, Mr Abbott thanked parents for attending.   

 

 

 

 

 


