
 
 

Notes from the Year 7 Parent Consultation with Mr Abbott 

Tuesday 23 February 2021 

 

Attendees: Ms Elkington, Mrs Carpenter, Ms Beard, Ms Branscombe 
  Mr Abbott, Mrs Shaw (notetaker) 
 
 

Mr Abbott welcomed everyone to the meeting. This was the first in a series of three parent 

consultations with Year 7 parents which are normally held face-to-face in school. This was an 

opportunity to talk to Mr Abbott openly and informally about how Year 7 students had settled into 

school and any other issues parents wished to raise, particularly as there had not been a normal 

transition from primary to secondary due to the pandemic.  Mr Abbott met with different groups of 

Year 7 students in October 2020 and, overall, students felt they had settled well into Kenilworth School.  

One parent asked for more information about the curriculum; at what stage do students study modern 

languages and when are Science lessons split into separate sciences?  Also, what extra-curricular clubs 

are the students currently missing out on and how is attainment tracked – does this lead to streaming?  

Another parent said the above information would be useful.  She said the school had done a ‘fantastic 

job’ compared to other friends’ schools.  She understood the difficulties of engaging online and asked 

what plans the school has to address any gaps in students’ learning.  

Impact on lockdown on lost education 

Mr Abbott said students in Year 7 have experienced two periods of lockdown; one in Year 6 and now 

currently in Year 7 and this will have had an impact on their induction to secondary and their education.    

He said school was not just a collection of subjects to learn but enrichment and extra-curricular 

activities were important too.  Kenilworth School is strong on enrichment provision and hopefully clubs 

will gradually start up again from the 8th March onwards.  Clubs include Space, Rockets & Robots Club, 

Warhammer Club and students can become sports leaders and learning ambassadors.  Mr Abbott said 

he would ask Mr Suther to invite Year 7 students to the clubs he runs at lunchtime and after school. 

The curriculum will be revised to allow catch-up for every student.  Teachers have revised their 

schemes of work to ensure they can recap on the work the students have completed during the 

lockdown, either in groups or individually.  Teachers will build in opportunities for catch-up and 

support.  Those students who have fallen behind and not engaging as much as they should have been 

identified and they will be targeted for intervention, either from their teachers or through the National 

Tutoring Programme.  The school has purchased some national tests (Cognitive Abilities Tests – CATs) as 

there was less primary school data to be able to band students compared to previous years due to the 

first lockdown.  Students sat these tests earlier in the year and these, along with other data including 



teacher assessments, will determine which sets students are put into.  However, bandings and setting 

can be reviewed.   

Curriculum 

Mr Abbott explained students are placed in mixed ability groups in as many subjects as possible.  If 

parents feel that their child is not in the right set, they should contact the Head of Department for that 

subject.  Any concerns regarding a child’s performance can be addressed with the individual class 

teacher.  Communication between teachers and home is a strength at Kenilworth School.  Mr Abbott 

gave some examples of provision in Key Stage 3 but said that he will include more detail about setting 

in the next newsletter.  If there are any further curriculum queries, parents can contact either Mr 

Abbott or Mr Hoverd, the Curriculum Deputy Head.  

Mr Abbott talked about lines of communication given that the school is large and the importance of 

knowing who to contact to achieve the quickest response. 

Mr Abbott asked parents if they were familiar with the school website.  Information can be found on 

individual subjects and the curriculum, policies, transition materials and guidance for supporting 

students.  Parents were asked if they felt anything was missing from the website or it could be 

improved in any way, to advise Mr Abbott.  He also said that email contacts of staff can be found on the 

website. 

Transition from primary  

There would normally have been an induction evening for Year 7 parents and students would have had 

an opportunity to visit the school and sample some of the lessons.  There would also have been visit to 

primary schools by key Kenilworth staff.  Year 7 students start on the first day in September earlier than 

other year groups but they were not able to have assemblies due to social distancing.  Mr Abbott said 

weekly assemblies are an important part of students’ timetables to have contact with other tutor 

groups and he was concerned about the impact of students missing this pastoral support.  The main 

area of focus for the remainder of this year and beyond will be on supporting students’ wellbeing, 

either from staff or older students.   

One parent explained their child had struggled at the beginning of the remote learning provision and is 

a little anxious about the return to school as she has had limited contact with her peers.  She asked 

what support will be in place to help students through this next phase to bond with each other.  Mr 

Abbott said that the school will begin to introduce extra-curricular activities after the lockdown.  He felt 

that these were important for confidence building.  There will be an opportunity to have a residential in 

Year 8 – in the past this has been Manor Adventure which helps develop team building skills and self-

confidence. All students across the school enjoy an activities day in the summer term.  Mr Abbott said 

that Year 7 students and their parents are not experiencing a ‘normal’ year at Kenilworth.  Following 

the government announcement on 22nd February, he would discuss with staff about getting ‘back to as 

normal’ as soon as possible.  The main priorities for the school before academic progress is catch-up, 

support for mental health support and resilience and helping students to bond.   Mr Abbott asked 

parents to let him know if they felt their children were not being supported in their wellbeing.  The 

parent agreed that academic progress will not be made if children are not happy. 

One parent asked how catch-up will be put in place.  Mr Abbott explained that not all students will 

need additional sessions after school or at lunchtime.  There will be some students who are significantly 



 
 
behind and there is funding available to employ 1:1 tutors.  Teachers have revised their schemes of 

work to allow different periods of recap and reinforcement during normal timetabled lessons.  Mr 

Abbott asked parents what they would welcome in terms of catch-up.  One parent said she would 

support the idea of additional days at school either during the Easter or summer breaks.  Mr Abbott 

said he would discuss this idea with his leadership team. 

One parent said she liked the idea of an end-of-year production which would be good for student 

confidence and be a bonding experience.  Mr Abbott said he would follow this idea up as some older 

students had said they would be keen to help with this.  Students report in surveys that they enjoy 

mixing with younger students and the recent ‘bubble’ system has meant that students have lost out on 

these opportunities.   

Mr Abbott agreed to provide information in this week’s newsletter about the curriculum and setting so 

that all parents can see actions from the consultations.    

Parents agreed that the meeting had been useful.  Mr Abbott thanked everyone for attending. 

The meeting ended. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


