
 
 

Notes from the Year 7 Parent Consultation with Mr Abbott 

Monday 1 March 2021 

 

Attendees: Mrs Alexander, Mrs Matthew-Claudet, Mr Williams, Mr and Mrs Beidas, Dr Totsika, Mr 
and Mrs Farnell, Mrs King 

 Mr Abbott, Mrs Shaw (notetaker) 
 

Mr Abbott welcomed everyone to the meeting.  This was the third meeting in a series of parent 

consultations for Year 7 parents.  Mr Abbott said the school encourages open communication with 

parents and that if parents have any concerns about their child, they should contact a member of staff.   

Mr Abbott asked parents what issues they would like to discuss at the meeting.  These included: 

1. Transition back to school 

2. Development of soft skills 

3. Clubs and extra-curricular activities 

4. Curriculum 

One parent asked how the school groups students in terms of ability.  This was a topic of discussion during 

the first consultation meeting.  The consultations had been organised to give Year 7 parents an 

opportunity to consult with Mr Abbott as this year group have not had a ‘normal’ experience of 

Kenilworth School and students have been in ‘bubbles’ since they started in September.  They also had 

reduced opportunities to take part in enrichment and extra-curricular activities.  They missed the usual 

transition period from primary to secondary school and had not been able to enjoy the summer school 

programme before arriving at Kenilworth School.  As a result of one of the consultations, Mr Abbott said 

he had arranged for invitations to go to Year 7 students to attend the Warhammer Club and the Space, 

Rockets & Robots Club.  Invitations to other clubs will follow including music and sporting clubs.   

In terms of developing softer skills, Mr Abbott said it would be important to promote teambuilding and 

provide opportunities for students to work with others outside of their year group and with other tutor 

groups.  Students had been kept in ‘bubbles’ since September and could not mix with other year groups.  

The Prefect team normally works with younger students, mentoring them and generally ‘keeping an eye 

out’ for them.  Some Year 11 students had asked to organise a Drama Club for Year 7 so this may bea 

opportunity to explore if the students are still keen to do this.  When students get to Year 8, they normally 

take part in a residential trip to Manor Adventure in October and an alternative will be investigated as this 

was an excellent opportunity for developing self-confidence and teambuilding.  

As Year 7 students had not taken part in the usual summer school programme before joining Kenilworth 

School, Mr Abbott said he was looking at the possibility of providing a replacement activity during the Easter 

holidays to help create a sense of belonging to the school community.  One parent said she would welcome 

this idea and anything to help build students’ confidence to articulate their opinions, encourage a growth 



mindset and take risks would be of benefit.  Mr Abbott explained that normally, before half-term, students 

would have taken part in ‘Africa Week’ which is not just about raising money for charity but also to promote 

teamwork and communication.  To encourage students to have the confidence to articulate, Mr Abbott said 

that he believed that the Debate Boxing Society would eventually be restarted.  On return to school, 

confidence building in lessons will be a priority as students have generally been more shy in live lessons 

than if they had been in the classroom.  Mr Abbott said that some teachers have found it difficult to engage 

when students have their cameras switched off, particularly with older students as they tend to be more 

self-conscious.   Mr Abbott committed to talking to teachers about building confidence through peer work 

and group work and to encourage students to interact with each other.   

Another challenge for some students in Year 7 is that they may have come from a small primary school or 

be the only student from that primary school.  Mr Abbott said that parents have reported some students 

feeling isolated or only having a small circle of friends.  On return to school, assemblies and other gatherings 

will resume as these as important for pastoral support and feeling part of the school community.   

One parent asked what the expectations were of students’ achievement during the period of remote 

learning.  Mr Abbott said he was not expecting students to return and continue in the same way as they did 

when their teachers last saw them.  Some students may have changed, be less confident about the future 

or had personal issues at home due to the pandemic.  The school will be supportive – the academic push 

and drive can come later but the priority would be to support mental health, wellbeing and personal 

development.  Every student must feel supported and pastoral care will be enhanced.   

Another parent asked whether there were any plans to hold a summer school for catch-up.  Mr Abbott 

explained that there would be catch up for every student whereby revised curriculum plans and schemes 

of work would reinforce topics covered during the lockdown period.  Appropriate differentiation may also 

be needed with some classes to recap some of the work.  An additional group of students may also need 

1:1 catch up with their teachers.  A small amount of funding is available and identified students who have 

fallen considerably behind will receive bespoke support on a 6-week cycle.  Mr Abbott said he would discuss 

a summer school equivalent during the Easter holidays with senior staff.     

When students return to school next week, they will have to wear a face covering in their lessons and inside 

the building, but not during break times or in PE lessons.  Mr Abbott said he hoped that by Easter the 

government’s policy will be reviewed as face coverings were restrictive and did not encourage good 

communication or help with making friends. 

One parent said they were pleased with the way that Kenilworth School had ‘hit the ground running’ 

without a lot of warning.  Her son had engaged with live lessons in general and this had replicated a school 

day.  She asked for her thanks to be passed on to the staff.   Mr Abbott said it had not been an easy task to 

introduce remote learning and live lessons, however, he had been impressed with how teachers had risen 

to the challenge.   

Another parent added that friends with secondary-age children at other schools had been impressed with 

the provision that had been offered by Kenilworth School compared with their own.  He also liked the online 

parents’ evening system.  Mr Abbott said feedback from parents during the first lockdown about the online 

appointments had been positive and the school decided to continue with this system for parents of other 

year groups.  One parent said they found the appointments frustrating and they missed the face-to-face 

contact.  They felt there was not enough time in the appointment to discuss their child’s progress, 

particularly in their first year of secondary school.   Mr Abbott said he would arrange a separate consultation 



 
 
to discuss the curriculum for Year 7 parents as this is an area that would have been covered in the Year 6 

induction evening.  He would invite Mr Hoverd who is the Curriculum Deputy Head and parents would have 

the opportunity to ask questions about setting, assessment and options.  A pastoral leader may also be 

available to join this consultation.  Parents agreed with this idea, although one parent said he wanted to 

ask more specifically about his son’s progress and how parents could support.  Mr Abbott said he would ask 

teachers to communicate with those parents they had not met with yet, either in a ‘phone call or in a Teams 

meeting. 

One parent agreed that the online teaching had been very good.  She felt it was important to celebrate 

some of the skills that students have learnt during the period of remote learning, eg using different apps 

and online meetings.  Her son had become more engaged with some subjects because of the way in which 

students had been taught.   

Mr Abbott asked whether any parents felt their children were anxious about returning to school.  One 

parent said her son was concerned about wearing a face mask in class but hopefully this will be reviewed.  

Another parent said they were new to the UK and Kenilworth.  Her son was coping well at school but she 

wanted to understand more about the curriculum and assessment.  Mr Abbott said that assessment will be 

included in the parent curriculum consultation.   

One parent asked for caution about overload.  She was concerned that on return, once homework started 

again, students may find it hard having less free time.  Mr Abbott said he would communicate with staff 

about being aware of the transition from lockdown back into the classroom and to be understanding and 

reasonable in expectations.  Leaders and teachers are looking forward to welcoming all students back to 

school next week and hopefully the impact of pandemic will not be long-lasting. 

The website will be updated to include the minutes of these consultations for parents to access.  Personal 

copies can be requested from Mr Abbott’s PA.   

Mr Abbott thanked parents for attending.  The meeting ended. 

 

 

 

 

 


