
LGBTQ+ MOVEMENTS SINCE THE 1950’S

1950’S- THE WOLFDEN REPORT
This committee released a report 
recommending that the 
decriminalisation of gay sex between 
consenting adults over the age of 21, 
except in the armed forces.
The report was rejected.

1960’s- SEXUAL OFFENCES ACT
Many therapists employed aversion 
therapy to “cure” male homosexuality. 
They thought that it was a mental 
disorder and many people suffered 
painful treatments.
Later removed from the list of mental 
disorders.

1970’s- FIRST GAY NEWSPAPER
Founded by the members of the 
Gay Liberation Front and the 
members of the Homosexuality 
Equality Campaign.
Ceased publication.

1980’S- STONEWALL 
Sir Ian Mckellen co- founded 
Stonewall to campaign and lobby 
for LGBTQ+ rights.
Granted charitable status.

1990’S- THE BOLTON SEVEN
This group of 7 gay and bisexual 
men were convicted of gross 
indecency. The human right group 
Out Rage presented 400 letters to 
the court in support of the men.

2000’S- ADOPTION TO SAME SEX COUPLES
Same- sex couples and all single people could 
adopt or foster a child in the UK.

2010’S- MARRIAGE
Same- sex couples could now get 
married just like any other couple.
First same-sex marriage took place on 
29 March 2014.



Misogyny and homophobia are inextricably linked. In our patriarchal society, 
femininity is not valued in the same way that masculinity is, and this can affect 

more than just women.

Biphobia
This concept that being male is the only desirable gender can greatly impact bisexual 
people. 

When a bisexual man comes out, people will often say that he’s actually gay and just too 
scared to come out; because if he dares to rebel against what is traditionally seen as 
masculine, it must be because he’s solely interested in men, right?

Whereas, when a bisexual woman comes out, people will often say that ‘it’s just a phase’ 
and that she will marry a man in the end; because how can a woman possibly be interested 
in anything other than men?

Compulsory Heterosexuality
Compulsory heterosexuality (or comphet for short) is the idea that our society tries to force 
being straight on us from a very young age.  It affects people of every gender, but it’s mostly 
been studied as something that affects women and people assigned female at birth (AFAB). 

This is because compulsory heterosexuality easily ties in with the misogyny that causes 
women’s sexualities and even identities to be defined by their relationships with men. This 
makes it very difficult for many AFAB people to separate what they have been taught to 
want in a relationship and what they actually want. This is one of the reasons so many 
lesbians have had prior relationships with men as these ideas can take a long time to 
dismantle.

The sexualisation of queer women
Queer women may not be treated with the same overt hostility as gay men, but this is 
usually only when they present themselves as femme (or traditionally feminine in 
appearance). For femme women in queer relationships, the blend of homophobia and 
misogyny they are subjected to is often based on men believing that the relationship exists 
for their sexual gratification.

The idea that lesbians are a source of sexual entertainment for men is exacerbated by the 
hugely inaccurate portrayal of lesbian relationships in mainstream pornography, usually 
aimed at male consumers. This is connected to the reality that many lesbian couples do not 
feel safe in bars or clubs, as they are routinely treated as a sideshow and receive unwanted 
attention and comments from men.

Misogyny and Homophobia

It is clear that misogyny can have a tremendous impact on the lives of people in 
the LGBTQ+ community and this is not all that it can affect, Misogyny is not only 
linked to homophobia, but transphobia, racism, and other forms of prejudice as 

well.

Until there is gender equality, we cannot live in a world free of 
homophobia.



The history of the word.

This term once referred to the sticks used                                                     
to set fire to those who opposed the                                                Catholic 
Church. These people had to                                                                       
carry said sticks to the fire that was being                                                    
built for them to be burnt at. 

Those who decided to change their beliefs to                                                   
avoid such a fate had to wear an embroidered design                                                      
of these sticks on their sleeve as a symbolic reminder of how they had 
opposed the Church. Since it was hard to live with such a bad reputation, 
this term began to be used when referring to anything considered a burden. 
Unfortunately, this became a sexist insult, describing women (namely older 
women) of the time as a burden. This led to this term being used when 
referring to men who were viewed as less masculine and acted in a more 
traditionally effeminate way. 

During the course of the 20th century, this slur became commonly used 
against gay men and men perceived to be gay. In fact, it was used as an 
insult against men in general, particularly those who didn’t fit into societies 
standards of masculinity. 

Why straight people shouldn’t say it.

This word clearly has a violent history, making it totally unacceptable for 
straight people to use it. Not only is it hurtful, it is unnecessary and is 
frankly an out-dated term. Throughout history, this word has been used to 
not only emasculate gay people, but also to dehumanise them. This 
dehumanisation is a favourable tactic for the oppressor: making it simpler 
to say awful things and carry out violent acts without the feelings of guilt or 
empathy. 

We, as a human race, use language as a way to understand and to navigate 
the world around us. It’s our greatest prison, in that we are only able to 
imagine ourselves and our surroundings through the words we know. Words 
have power, and those powers carry different weights across time. 

But words are also our greatest source of liberation. 

The word being reclaimed by the LGBT 
community.

With words being one of our greatest sources of liberation, many people in 
the LGBT community have started reclaiming this term. Using it in a way 
to proudly declare themselves a part of this community and to start bringing 
positive connotations to this word, which has previously been a word heavy 
with violent, derogatory implications. 

The choice to use this word, as someone in the community, is a total 
personal choice. It’s completely dependent on someone’s own personal 
preference. Either way, it is important to note that someone is totally valid 
within their identity, whether they choose to use it or not. 

Furthermore, it’s also important to reiterate that if you are straight, this 
word simply should not be in your vocabulary, for it has no damaging 
connotations to your identity. This is a word for the LGBT community, and 
them alone, to reclaim.

..The F-slur..
Fun fact: The f-slur 

has been a part of the 
English language since 
the 1300s, originally 
with the meaning of 
‘a bundle of sticks’.



Gender Identity
The Importance Of Finding Yourself And Respecting Others

Everyone is assigned a 
gender at birth, based on 
their biological sex. 
Because of this, many 
people are led to believe 
that both gender and sex 
are the same for everyone. 
However, this is not 
necessarily true!

Someone who is 
transgender experiences a 
gender different to their 
biological sex. This means 
that they will usually 
change their name and 
begin using different 
pronouns.

To support a transgender friend / family 
member, or even someone you don't know 
very well, here are some things that you 
should do:

Remember, all transgender people (whether binary or non-binary) 
are valid and do not deserve the amount of discrimination they 
receive. As a community, it's our job to make Kenilworth School safe 
and inclusive for all people. Be nice to trans people and understand 
that their struggles may be very different to yours!

- Understand that they're going to experience personal changes

- Use the new name that they may have chosen

- Use their correct pronouns

- Listen to them if they need someone to talk to

- Don't make them feel guilty about being transgender – being trans is 
not a 'choice' or something to be ashamed of!

- Refrain from imposing your own personal / religious beliefs on them, 
they don't want to hear it!


