
Recommended Reads for 6th Form 

A monument to sloth, rant and contempt, a behemoth of fat, flatulence 
and furious suspicion of anything modern - this is Ignatius J. Reilly of New 
Orleans, noble crusader against a world of dunces. The ordinary folk of 
New Orleans seem to think he is unhinged. Ignatius ignores them, heav-
ing his vast bulk through the city's fleshpots in a noble crusade against 
vice, modernity and ignorance. But his momma has a nasty surprise in 
store for him: Ignatius must get a job. Undaunted, he uses his new-found 
employment to further his mission - and now he has a pirate costume 
and a hot-dog cart to do it with... 

Mr. Biswas has been told since the day of his birth that misfortune will fol-
low him - and so it has. Meaning only to avoid punishment, he causes the 
death of his father and the dissolution of his family. Wanting simply to flirt 
with a beautiful woman, he ends up marrying her, and reluctantly relying 
on her domineering family for support. But in spite of endless setbacks, Mr. 
Biswas is determined to achieve independence, and so he begins his gruel-
ling struggle to buy a home of his own. 

1958. America is about to emerge into a bright new age - an age that will 
last until the 1000 days of John F Kennedy's presidency. Three men move 
beneath the glossy surface of power, men allied to the makers and shak-
ers of the era. Pete Bondurant - Howard Hughes's right-hand man, Jimmy 
Hoffa's hitman. Kemper Boyd - employed by J Edgar Hoover to infiltrate 
the Kennedy clan. Ward Littell - a man seeking redemption in Bobby Ken-
nedy's drive against organised crime. The festering discount of the age 
that burns brightly in these men's hearts will go into supernova as the 
Bay of Pigs ends in calamity, the Mob clamours for payback and the 1000 
days ends in brutal quietus in 1963. 

2074. America's future is Civil War. Sarat's reality is survival. They took her 

father, they took her home, they told her lies . . . She didn't start this war, 

but she'll end it. Omar El Akkad's powerful debut novel imagines a dystopi-

an future: a second American Civil War, a devastating plague and one fami-

ly caught deep in the middle.  



A young man finds himself living among invisible beings who have built a 

utopia based on one principle: that we must repeat or suffer every experi-

ence until we experience it properly and fully for the first time.  

Esther Greenwood is at college and is fighting two battles, one against her 
own desire for perfection in all things - grades, boyfriend, looks, career - 
and the other against remorseless mental illness. As her depression deep-
ens she finds herself encased in it, bell-jarred away from the rest of the 
world. This is the story of her journey back into reality. Highly readable, 
witty and disturbing,. 

The mid-1800s and as slavery looks to be coming to an end, Sethe is haunt-
ed by the violent trauma it wrought on her former enslaved life at Sweet 
Home, Kentucky. 

Her dead baby daughter, whose tombstone bears the single word, Beloved, 

returns as a spectre to punish her mother, but also to elicit her love. 

Brave New World predicts - with eerie clarity - a terrifying vision of the 

future.  

Everybody is happy here. Our perfect society achieved peace and stability 
through the prohibition of monogamy, privacy, money, family and history 
itself. 

Now everyone belongs. You can be happy too. All you need to do is take 

your Soma pills. 



Cannery Row in Monterey in California is a poem, a stink, a grating 
noise, a quality of light, a tone, a habit, a nostalgia, a dream.'Meet the 
gamblers, whores, drunks, bums and artists of Cannery Row in Monte-
rey, California, during the Great Depression. They want to throw a par-
ty for their friend Doc, so Mack and the boys set about, in their own 
inimitable way, recruiting everyone in the neighbourhood to the 
cause. But along the way they can't help but get involved in a little 
mischief and misadventure. It wouldn't be Cannery Row if it was oth-
erwise, now would it? 

The once-great city of Bohane on the west coast of Ireland is on its 
knees, infested by vice and split along tribal lines. There are still 
some posh parts of town, but it is in the slums and backstreets of 
Smoketown, the tower blocks of the Northside Rises and the eerie 
bogs of Big Nothin' that the city really lives. For years, Bohane has 
been in the cool grip of Logan Hartnett, the dapper godfather of the 
Hartnett Fancy gang. But there's trouble in the air. But now they say 
his old nemesis is back in town; his trusted henchmen are getting 
ambitious; and there's trouble in the air...  

Cloudstreet - a broke-down house of former glories on the wrong 
side of the tracks, a place teeming with memories of its own, a 
place of shudders and shadows and spirits. From seperate catastro-
phes, two families flee to the city and find themselves sharing this 
great sighing structure and begin their lives again from scratch. To-
gether they roister and rankle in a house that begins as a roof over 
their heads and becomes a home for their hearts. 

Sisters Celie and Nettie share the pain and struggle of growing up as 
African American women in early twentieth-century rural Georgia. 
Forced into an abusive marriage, at least Celie can offer Nettie ref-
uge from their violent father in her new home - until Nettie catches 
the attention of Celie's husband and is forced to leave and forge her 
own journey. Through a series of letters spanning twenty years - first 
from Celie to God, then between the two sisters - they manage to 
sustain their hope in each other across time, distance and silence, in 
a triumph of resilience, bravery and ultimately, love.  



After signing up for the US army in the 1850s, aged barely seventeen, 
Thomas McNulty and his brother-in-arms, John Cole, fight in the Indian 
Wars and the Civil War. Having both fled terrible hardships, their days 
are now vivid and filled with wonder, despite the horrors they both see 
and are complicit in. Then when a young Indian girl crosses their path, 
the possibility of lasting happiness seems within reach, if only they can 
survive. 

After years teaching Romantic poetry at the Technical University of 
Cape Town, David Lurie, middle-aged and twice divorced, has an impul-
sive affair with a student. The affair sours; he is denounced and sum-
moned before a committee of inquiry. Willing to admit his guilt, but re-
fusing to yield to pressure to repent publicly, he resigns and retreats to 
his daughter Lucy's isolated smallholding. For a time, his daughter's in-
fluence and the natural rhythms of the farm promise to harmonise his 
discordant life. But the balance of power in the country is shifting. He 
and Lucy become victims of a savage and disturbing attack which brings 
into relief all the fault lines in their relationship.  

High in the pine forests of the Spanish Sierra, a guerrilla band prepares 
to blow up a vital bridge. Robert Jordan, a young American volunteer, 
has been sent to handle the dynamiting. 

There, in the mountains, he finds the dangers and the intense comrade-

ship of war. And there he discovers Maria, a young woman who has es-

caped from Franco's rebels... 

Obsessed by creating life itself, Victor Frankenstein plunders graveyards 
for the material to fashion a new being, which he shocks into life by elec-
tricity. 

But his botched creature, rejected by Frankenstein and denied human 

companionship, sets out to destroy his maker and all that he holds dear. 



Jakob Beer is seven years old when he is rescued from the muddy ruins of 
a buried village in Nazi-occupied Poland. 

Of his family, he is the only one who has survived. Under the guidance of 
the Greek geologist Athos, Jakob must steel himself to excavate the hor-
rors of his own history. 

A novel of astounding beauty and wisdom, Fugitive Pieces is a profound 

meditation on the resilience of the human spirit and love's ability to resur-

rect even the most damaged of hearts. 

In 1956, toward the end of Reverend John Ames's life, he begins a letter to 

his young son, a kind of last testament to his remarkable forebears. An inti-

mate tale of three generations, from the Civil War to the 20th century: a 

story about fathers and sons and the spiritual battles that still rage at 

America's heart.   

Two sons. An impossible choice. When thirteen-year-old Paul doesn't re-
turn home one afternoon, even his twin brother, Peter, doesn't know 
where he is. So their father, Clyde, must set out into the dark Trinidadian 
bush with a torch, to search for him on foot. And when the reasons for 
Paul's disappearance become clear, Clyde will be faced with a terrible deci-
sion. 

How does a father choose between his children? How does he weigh up 

what each one is worth? Which one is the golden child? 

Set in Nigeria during the 1960s, at the time of a vicious civil war in which a 
million people died and thousands were massacred in cold blood. The 
three main characters in the novel are swept up in the violence during 
these turbulent years. One is a young boy from a poor village who is em-
ployed at a university lecturer's house. The other is a young middle-class 
woman, Olanna, who has to confront the reality of the massacre of her rel-
atives. And the third is a white man, a writer who lives in Nigeria for no 
clear reason, and who falls in love with Olanna's twin sister, a remote and 
enigmatic character. As these people's lives intersect, they have to ques-
tion their own responses to the unfolding political events. 



 

The terrible spectacle of the beast, the fog of the moor, the discovery of a 
body: this classic horror story pits detective against dog. 

When Sir Charles Baskerville is found dead on the wild Devon moorland 
with the footprints of a giant hound nearby, the blame is placed on a fam-
ily curse. 

It is left to Sherlock Holmes and Doctor Watson to solve the mystery of 

the legend of the phantom hound before Sir Charles' heir comes to an 

equally gruesome end.  

After years spent raising her twin siblings in the wake of their mother's 
death, she is finally studying in America, resuming a dream long de-
ferred. But she can't stop worrying about Aneeka, her beautiful, head-
strong sister back in London - or their brother, Parvaiz, who's disap-
peared in pursuit of his own dream: to prove himself to the dark legacy 
of the jihadist father he never knew. Then Eamonn enters the sisters' 
lives. Handsome and privileged, he inhabits a London worlds away from 
theirs. As the son of a powerful British Muslim politician, Eamonn has his 
own birthright to live up to - or defy. Is he to be a chance at love? The 
means of Parvaiz's salvation? Two families' fates are inextricably, devas-
tatingly entwined in this searing novel that asks: what sacrifices will we 
make in the name of love? 

Effia and Esi: two sisters with two very different destinies. One sold into 
slavery; one a slave trader's wife. The consequences of their fate rever-
berate through the generations that follow. Taking us from the Gold 
Coast of Africa to the cotton-picking plantations of Mississippi; from the 
missionary schools of Ghana to the dive bars of Harlem, spanning three 
continents and seven generations, Yaa Gyasi has written a miraculous 
novel - the intimate, gripping story of a brilliantly vivid cast of characters 
and through their lives the very story of America itself. 

Borrowing from painting's fresco technique to make an original literary 
double-take, it's a fast-moving genre-bending conversation between 
forms, times, truths and fictions. 

There's a renaissance artist of the 1460s. There's the child of a child of the 

1960s. Two tales of love and injustice twist into a singular yarn where 

time gets timeless, structural gets playful, knowing gets mysterious, fic-

tional gets real - and all life's givens get given a second chance. 



 Set in a dark vision of the near future, a terrifying reality TV show is 

taking place. Twelve boys and twelve girls are forced to appear in a live 

event called The Hunger Games. There is only one rule: kill or be killed. 

When sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen steps forward to take her 

younger sister's place in the games, she sees it as a death sentence. 

But Katniss has been close to death before. For her, survival is second 

nature.  

This is the diary of Cassandra Mortmain, which tells of her extraordi-
nary family and their crumbling castle home. Cassandra's father was 
once a famous writer, but now he mainly reads detective novels while 
his family slide into genteel poverty. Her sister Rose is bored and beau-
tiful, and desperate to marry riches. Their step-mother Topaz has habit 
of striding through the countryside wearing only her wellington boots. 
But all their lives will be soon be transformed by the arrival of new 
neighbours from America, and Cassandra finds herself falling in love.. 

Sauron, the Dark Lord, has gathered to him all the Rings of Power -- the 
means by which he intends to rule Middle-earth. All he lacks in his 
plans for dominion is the One Ring -- the ring that rules them all -- 
which has fallen into the hands of the hobbit, Bilbo Baggins. In a sleepy 
village in the Shire, young Frodo Baggins finds himself faced with an 
immense task, as his elderly cousin Bilbo entrusts the Ring to his care. 
Frodo must leave his home and make a perilous journey across Middle-
earth to the Cracks of Doom, there to destroy the Ring and foil the 
Dark Lord in his evil purpose. 

Who controls the past controls the future: who controls the present 
controls the past' Hidden away in the Record Department of the sprawl-
ing Ministry of Truth, Winston Smith skilfully rewrites the past to suit 
the needs of the Party. Yet he inwardly rebels against the totalitarian 
world he lives in, which demands absolute obedience and controls him 
through the all-seeing telescreens and the watchful eye of Big Brother, 
symbolic head of the Party. In his longing for truth and liberty, Smith 
begins a secret love affair with a fellow-worker Julia, but soon discovers 
the true price of freedom is betrayal. 



Our Mutual Friend centres on an inheritance - Old Harmon's profita-
ble dust heaps - and its legatees: young John Harmon, presumed 
drowned when a body is pulled out of the Thames, and kindly dust-
man Mr Boffin, to whom the fortune defaults. 

With brilliant satire, Dickens portrays a dark, macabre London, inhab-

ited by such disparate characters as Gaffer Hexam, scavenging the 

river for corpses; enchanting, mercenary Bella Wilfer; the social-

climbing Veneerings; and the unscrupulous street-trader Silas Wegg. 

Meursault, will not lie. When his mother dies, he refuses to show his 
emotions simply to satisfy the expectations of others. And when he 
commits a random act of violence on a sun-drenched beach near Al-
giers, his lack of remorse compounds his guilt in the eyes of society 
and the law. Yet he is as much a victim as a criminal. Albert Camus' 
portrayal of a man confronting the absurd, and revolting against the 
injustice of society, depicts the paradox of man's joy in life when 
faced with the 'tender indifference' of the world. 

"Without this child, we shall all die." Lyra Belacqua and her animal 

daemon live half-wild and carefree among scholars of Jordan College, 

Oxford. The destiny that awaits her will take her to the frozen lands 

of the Arctic, where witch-clans reign and ice-bears fight. Her extraor-

dinary journey will have immeasurable consequences far beyond her 

own world...  

Spanning three centuries, the novel opens as Orlando, a young noble-

man in Elizabeth's England, awaits a visit from the Queen and traces 

his experience with first love as England under James I lies locked in 

the embrace of the Great Frost. At the midpoint of the novel, Orlan-

do, now an ambassador in Costantinople, awakes to find that he is a 

woman, and the novel indulges in farce and irony to consider the 

roles of women in the 18th and 19th centuries. As the novel ends in 

1928, a year consonant with full suffrage for women. Orlando, now a 

wife and mother, stands poised at the brink of a future that holds 

new hope and promise for women.  



Joy - also called Blossom, Sunshine and Blondie by the men in her life - 
walks down Fulham Broadway carrying her week-old baby, Jonny. She 
is twenty-one, with bleached hair, high suede shoes, and a head full of 
dreams. Her husband Tom is a thief and on the proceeds of a job they 
move to a luxury flat - 'the world was our oyster and we chose Ruislip'. 
Then Tom is sent to prison, leaving Joy and Jonny to move in with 
Auntie Emm. This is Joy's story: an exuberant, pink-lipsticked, tale of 
London life, love and young motherhood in the sixties... 

When Elizabeth Bennet first meets eligible bachelor Fitzwilliam Darcy, 
she thinks him arrogant and conceited; he is indifferent to her good 
looks and lively mind. When she later discovers that Darcy has involved 
himself in the troubled relationship between his friend Bingley and her 
beloved sister Jane, she is determined to dislike him more than ever. In 
the sparkling comedy of manners that follows, Jane Austen shows the 
folly of judging by first impressions and superbly evokes the friendships, 
gossip and snobberies of provincial middle-class life. 

Last night I dreamt I went to Manderley again ...Working as a lady's com-
panion, the heroine of Rebecca learns her place. Life begins to look very 
bleak until, on a trip to the South of France, she meets Maxim de Winter, 
a handsome widower whose sudden proposal of marriage takes her by 
surprise. She accepts, but whisked from glamorous Monte Carlo to the 
ominous and brooding Manderley, the new Mrs de Winter finds Max a 
changed man. And the memory of his dead wife Rebecca is forever kept 
alive by the forbidding Mrs Danvers ...Not since Jane Eyre has a heroine 
faced such difficulty with the Other Woman. 

Craiglockhart War Hospital, Scotland, 1917, and army psychiatrist Wil-
liam Rivers is treating shell-shocked soldiers. Under his care are the po-
ets Siegfried Sassoon and Wilfred Owen, as well as mute Billy Prior, who 
is only able to communicate by means of pencil and paper. Rivers's job is 
to make the men in his charge healthy enough to fight. 

Yet the closer he gets to mending his patients' minds the harder be-

comes every decision to send them back to the horrors of the front. 



‘Excuse me, sir, but may I be of assistance? Ah, I see I have alarmed you. 
Do not be frightened by my beard. I am a lover of America . . . 'So speaks 
the mysterious stranger at a Lahore cafe as dusk settles. Invited to join 
him for tea, you learn his name and what led this speaker of immaculate 
English to seek you out. For he is more worldy than you might expect; 
better travelled and better educated. He knows the West better than you 
do. And as he tells you his story, of how he embraced the Western dream 
-- and a Western woman -- and how both betrayed him, so the night 
darkens. Then the true reason for your meeting becomes abundantly 
clear . . . Challenging, mysterious and thrillingly tense 

 A father and his young son walk alone through burned America, heading 
slowly for the coast. Nothing moves in the ravaged landscape save the 
ash on the wind. 

They have nothing but a pistol to defend themselves against the men 

who stalk the road, the clothes they are wearing, a cart of scavenged 

food - and each other. 

It is 1948, and England is recovering from a war. But at 21 Nevern Street, 
London, the conflict has only just begun. Queenie Bligh's neighbours do 
not approve when she agrees to take in Jamaican lodgers, but Queenie 
doesn't know when her husband will return, or if he will come back at all. 
What else can she do? Gilbert Joseph was one of the several thousand 
Jamaican men who joined the RAF to fight against Hitler. Returning to 
England as a civilian he finds himself treated very differently. It's despera-
tion that makes him remember a wartime friendship with Queenie and 
knock at her door. Gilbert's wife Hortense, too, had longed to leave Ja-
maica and start a better life in England. But when she joins him she is 
shocked to find London shabby, decrepit, and far from the golden city of 
her dreams. Even Gilbert is not the man she thought he was. 

In rural Illinois two tenant farmers share much, finally too much, until 
jealously leads to murder and suicide. 

A tenuous friendship between lonely teenagers - the narrator, whose 
mother has died young, and Cletus Smith, the troubled witness to his 
parent's misery - is shattered. 

After the murder and upheavals that follow, the boys never speak again. 

Fifty years on, the narrator attempts a reconstruction of those devas-

tating events and the atonement of a lifetime's regret. 



Tom Ripley is struggling to stay one step ahead of his creditors and the 
law, when an unexpected acquaintance offers him a free trip to Europe 
and a chance to start over. Ripley wants money, success and the good life 
and he's willing to kill for it. 

When his new-found happiness is threatened, his response is as swift as it 

is shocking. 

 When a mysterious young widow arrives at Wildfell Hall, local farmer 
Gilbert Markham is intrigued. 

But Helen has a secret, and it's more shocking than Gilbert could have 

imagined. 

Set against a background of political turbulence in Kerala, this novel 
tells the story of twins Esthappen and Rahel. 

Amongst the vats of banana jam and heaps of peppercorns in their 

grandmother's factory they try to craft a childhood for themselves 

amidst what constitutes their family. 

Set in Dublin during the Lockout of 1913, Strumpet City is a panoramic novel 
of city life. It embraces a wide range of social milieu, from the miseries of the 
tenements to the cultivated, bourgeois Bradshaws. It introduces a memora-
ble cast of characters: the main protagonist, Fitz, a model of the hard-
working, loyal and abused trade unionist; the isolated, well-meaning and in-
effectual Fr O'Connor; the wretched and destitute Rashers Tierney. In the 
background hovers the enormous shadow of Jim Larkin, Plunkett's real-life 
hero. Strumpet City's popularity derives from its realism and its naturalistic 
presentation of traumatic historical events. 



No child has been born for twenty-five years. The human race faces extinc-
tion. Under the despotic rule of Xan Lyppiat, the Warden of England, the old 
are despairing and the young cruel. Theo Faren, a cousin of the Warden, 
lives a solitary life in this ominous atmosphere. That is, until a chance en-
counter with a young woman leads him into contact with a group of dissent-
ers. Suddenly his life is changed irrevocably as he faces agonising choices 
which could affect the future of mankind. 

Judith Hearne, a Catholic middle-aged spinster, moves into yet another bed-
sit in Belfast. A socially isolated woman of modest means, she teaches piano 
to a handful of students to pass the day. Her only social activity is tea with 
the O'Neill family, who secretly dread her weekly visits. Judith soon meets 
wealthy James Madden and fantasises about marrying this lively, debonair 
man. But Madden sees her in an entirely different light, as a potential inves-
tor in a business proposal. On realising that her feelings are not reciprocat-
ed, she turns to an old addiction -- alcohol. Having confessed her problems 
to an indifferent priest, she soon loses her faith and binges further. She won-
ders what place there is for her in a world that so values family ties and 
faith, both of which she is without. 

Into the intrigue and violence of Indo-China comes Pyle, a young idealistic 
American sent to promote democracy through a mysterious 'Third Force'. 
As his naive optimism starts to cause bloodshed, his friend Fowler, a cynical 
foreign correspondent, finds it hard to stand aside and watch. 

But even as he intervenes he wonders why: for the sake of politics, or for 

love? 

Okonowo is the greatest warrior alive. His fame has spread like a bushfire 
in West Africa and he is one of the most powerful men of his clan. But he 
also has a fiery temper. Determined not to be like his father, he refuses 
to show weakness to anyone - even if the only way he can master his 
feelings is with his fists. When outsiders threaten the traditions of his 
clan, Okonowo takes violent action. Will the great man's dangerous pride 
eventually destroy him? 



Bertha Rochester, born into the oppressive, colonialist society of 1930s 
Jamaica, white Creole heiress Antoinette Cosway meets a young      
Englishman who is drawn to her innocent beauty and sensuality. 

After their marriage, however, disturbing rumours begin to circulate 
which poison her husband against her. 

Caught between his demands and her own precarious sense of belong-
ing, Antoinette is inexorably driven towards madness, and her husband 
into the arms of another novel's heroine. 

This classic study of betrayal, a seminal work of postcolonial literature, 

is Jean Rhys's brief, beautiful masterpiece.  

'Shoot all the bluejays you want, if you can hit 'em, but remember it's a 
sin to kill a mockingbird.'A lawyer's advice to his children as he defends 
the real mockingbird of Harper Lee's classic novel - a black man falsely 
charged with the rape of a white girl. Through the young eyes of Scout 
and Jem Finch, Harper Lee explores with exuberant humour the irra-
tionality of adult attitudes to race and class in the Deep South of the 
1930s. The conscience of a town steeped in prejudice, violence and hy-
pocrisy is pricked by the stamina of one man's struggle for justice. But 
the weight of history will only tolerate so much. To Kill a Mockingbird is 
a coming-of-age story, an anti-racist novel, a historical drama of the 
Great Depression and a sublime example of the Southern writing tradi-
tion. 

White Teeth is a funny, generous, big-hearted novel, adored by critics 
and readers alike. 

Dealing - among many other things - with friendship, love, war, three cul-

tures and three families over three generations, one brown mouse, and 

the tricky way the past has of coming back and biting you on the ankle, it 

is a life-affirming, riotous must-read of a book.  


