
KS4 Recommended Reads  

Five years ago, schoolgirl Andie Bell was murdered by Sal Singh. The 
police know he did it. Everyone in town knows he did it. But having 
grown up in the same small town that was consumed by the crime, 
Pippa Fitz-Amobi isn't so sure. When she chooses the case as the topic 
for her final project, she starts to uncover secrets that someone in 
town desperately wants to stay hidden. And if the real killer is still out 
there, how far will they go to keep Pip from the truth ... ? 

Year 10+  

The monster showed up just after midnight. As they do. But it isn't the 
monster Conor's been expecting. He's been expecting the one from his 
nightmare, the one he's had nearly every night since his mother started 
her treatments, the one with the darkness and the wind and the 
screaming… This monster is something different. Something ancient, 
something wild. And it wants the most dangerous thing of all from 
Conor. It wants the truth. 

Year 10+ 

The things I've seen are burned into me, like scars that refuse to fade. 
Father John controls everything inside The Fence. And Father John 
likes rules. Especially about never talking to Outsiders. Because Father 
John knows the truth. He knows what is right, and what is wrong. He 
knows what is coming. Moonbeam is starting to doubt, though. She's 
starting to see the lies behind Father John's words. She wants him to 
be found out. What if the only way out of the darkness is to light a 
fire? 

Year 10+ 

In a series of adventures along the banks of the Mississippi, he usually 

manages to come out on top. From petty triumphs over his friends 

and over his long-suffering Aunt Polly, to his intervention in a murder 

trial, Tom engages readers of all ages. He has long been a defining fig-

ure in the American cultural imagination.   

Year 7+ 



For as long as anyone can remember, Fogg's daily ritual has never var-

ied by even a minute. Then, on a whim and a bet, he sets out to prove 

that he can span the globe and return to his club in London in only 80 

days. Suddenly, his life is turned upside down and every day offers an 

exciting new adventure. 

Year 7+ 

 

Told over the course of the ten rounds of his first fight, this is the 
story of amateur boxer Sunny. A seventeen year old feeling isolated 
and disconnected in the city he's just moved to, Sunny joins a boxing 
club to learn to protect himself after a racist attack. He finds the 
community he's been desperately seeking at the club, and a mentor 
in trainer Shobu, who helps him find his place in the world. But ra-
cial tensions are rising in the city, and when a Far Right march 
through Bristol turns violent, Sunny is faced with losing his new best 
friend Keir to radicalisation.  

Year 10+ 

Featuring top Young Adult authors and introducing a host of exciting 

new voices, this anthology of stories and poetry from diverse writers 

on the theme of change is a long-overdue addition to the YA scene.   

Year 10+ 

Ebenezer Scrooge is a mean, miserable, bitter old man with no 

friends. 

One cold Christmas Eve, three ghosts take him on a scary journey to 

show him the error of his nasty ways. 

By visiting his past, present and future, Scrooge learns to love Christ-

mas and the people all around him. 

Year 7+ 



Among the most powerful accounts of the Nazi occupation, The Diary of Anne 

Frank chronicles the life of Anne Frank, a thirteen-year old girl fleeing her home 

in Amsterdam to go into hiding. Anne reveals the relationships between eight 

people living under miserable conditions: facing hunger, threat of discovery and 

the worst horrors the modern world had seen. In these pages, she grows up to 

be a young woman and a wise observer of human nature. 

Year 7+ 

Everyone has a dark side. Dr Jekyll has discovered the ultimate drug. A chem-
ical that can turn him into something else. Suddenly, he can unleash his 
deepest cruelties in the guise of the sinister Hyde. 

Transforming himself at will, he roams the streets of fog-bound London as his 
monstrous alter-ego. 

It seems he is master of his fate. It seems he is in complete control. But soon 

he will discover that his double life comes at a hideous price. 

Year 10+ 

When Jonathan Harker visits Transylvania to help Count Dracula with the 
purchase of a London house, he makes a series of horrific discoveries about 
his client. 

Soon afterwards, various bizarre incidents unfold in England: an apparently 

unmanned ship is wrecked off the coast of Whitby; a young woman discov-

ers strange puncture marks on her neck; and the inmate of a lunatic asylum 

raves about the 'Master' and his imminent arrival. 

Year 10+ 

Zimbabwe, 1994. A group of children spot peculiar lights in the sky over the 
grounds of their school. From this moment on, six young people's lives are 
changed forever. Gary hides the anguish he feels now his mum's left, acting 
out in fury and hatred. Chloe has no words for the thing she fears most every 
day. Karl is the headmaster's son, now fallen from grace. Tendai knows he can 
never live up to his grieving father's ideals. And Sixpence watches all, knowing 
he'll never be like these other children. All of them have seen something they 
can't explain. In amongst these tangled, tortured lives, comes a group of psy-
chologists to verify the spookily similar claims of every witness. Their daugh-
ter, Holly, can tell there's more to it than aliens or mass hysteria - can she re-
veal the dark truths that haunt them? 

Year 10+ 



Victor Frankenstein driven by the mad dream of creating his own 
creature, experiments with alchemy and science to build a monster 
stitched together from dead remains. Once the creature becomes a 
living breathing articulate entity, it turns on its maker and the novel 
darkens into tragedy. The reader is very quickly swept along by the 
force of the elegant prose, the grotesque, surreal imagery, and the 
multi-layered themes in the novel. 

Year 10+ 

When people look at George, they think they see a boy. But she knows 

she's not a boy. She knows she's a girl. George thinks she'll have to keep 

this a secret forever. Then her teacher announces that their class play is 

going to be Charlotte's Web. George really, really, REALLY wants to play 

Charlotte. But the teacher says she can't even try out for the part . . . be-

cause she's a boy. 

Year 8+ 

A page-turning and immersive YA novel in verse, telling the story of Lily 

who is mercilessly bullied at school and who turns to boxing in an 

attempt to fight back; a story of hope and resilience breaking through 

even the most difficult situations.   

Year 10 + 

Sixteen-year-old Starr lives in two worlds: the poor neighbourhood 
where she was born and raised and her posh high school in the sub-
urbs. The uneasy balance between them is shattered when Starr is the 
only witness to the fatal shooting of her unarmed best friend, Khalil, 
by a police officer. Now what Starr says could destroy her community. 
It could also get her killed. 

Year 10+ 



Bilbo Baggins enjoys a quiet and contented life, with no desire to travel 

far from the comforts of home; then one day the wizard Gandalf and a 

band of dwarves arrive unexpectedly and enlist his services - as a bur-

glar - on a dangerous expedition to raid the treasure-hoard of Smaug 

the dragon. Bilbo's life is never to be the same again. 

Year 7+ 

Fifteen-year-old Muzna Saleem is used to being invisible. So no one is 

more surprised than her when Arif Malik, the hottest boy in school, 

takes a sudden interest. But Arif is hiding a terrible secret and, as they 

begin to follow a dark path, Muzna faces an impossible choice: keep qui-

et and betray her beliefs, or speak out and betray her heart.  

Year 10+ 

This is the diary of Cassandra Mortmain, which tells of her extraordinary 

family and their crumbling castle home. Cassandra's father  was once a 

famous writer, but now he mainly reads detective novels while his fami-

ly slide into genteel poverty. Her sister Rose is bored and beautiful, and 

desperate to marry riches. Their step-mother Topaz has habit of striding 

through the countryside wearing only her wellington boots. But all their 

lives will be soon be transformed by the arrival of new neighbours from 

America, and Cassandra finds herself falling in love.. 

Year 9+ 

Come laugh and cry with the March family. Meg - the sweet-tempered 

one. Jo - the smart one. Beth - the shy one. Amy - the sassy one. Togeth-

er they're the March sisters. Their father is away at war and times are 

difficult, but the bond between the sisters is strong. The family may not 

have much money, but that doesn't stop them from creating their own 

fun and forming a secret society. Through sisterly squabbles, happy 

times and sad, their four lives follow very different paths, and they dis-

cover that growing up is sometimes very hard to do. 

Year 7+ 



When a group of schoolboys are stranded on a desert island, what could go 

wrong? By day, they discover fantastic wildlife and dazzling beaches, learn-

ing to survive; at night, they are haunted by nightmares of a primitive beast. 

Orphaned by society, it isn't long before their innocent childhood games de-

volve into a savage, murderous hunt ...  

Year 7+ 

How can I hold myself together, when everything around me is falling 
apart?Neena's always been a good girl - great grades, parent-approved 
friends and absolutely no boyfriends. But ever since her brother Akash left 
her, she's been slowly falling apart - and uncovering a new version of her-
self who is freer, but altogether more dangerous. As her wild behaviour 
spirals more and more out of control, Neena's grip on her sanity begins to 
weaken too. And when her parents announce not one but two life-
changing bombshells, she finally reaches breaking point. But as Neena is 
about to discover, when your life falls apart, only love can piece you back 
together. 

Year 10+ 

Five years ago, Jamie's sister, Rose, was blown up by a terrorist bomb. His 
family is torn apart by their grief. His mum runs away. His dad turns to drink 
and hate. Rose's surviving twin sister Jasmine stops eating, gets piercings 
and dyes her hair pink - anything to look different to her twin. But Jamie 
hasn't cried in all that time. To him, Rose is just a distant memory. Jamie is 
far more interested in his cat, Roger, his Spiderman T-shirt, and his deep 
longing and unshakeable belief that his Mum will come back to the family 
she walked out on months ago. But moving away for a Fresh New Start in-
troduces Jamie to something else very interesting - a girl named Sunya. 
Sunya is bright, exciting and fun, and the one person at school he can call a 
friend. But how far can this new friendship grow when Jamie is desperate 
that his dad doesn't find out? 

Year 10+ 

Lyra Belacqua and her animal daemon live half-wild and carefree among 

scholars of Jordan College, Oxford. The destiny that awaits her will take 

her to the frozen lands of the Arctic, where witch-clans reign and ice-

bears fight. Her extraordinary journey will have immeasurable conse-

quences far beyond her own world...  

Year 8+ 



Sometimes a broken heart is all you need to set you free… Reiko loves the 
endless sky and electric colours of the Californian desert. It is a refuge from 
an increasingly claustrophobic life of family pressures and her own secrets. 
Then she meets Seth, a boy who shares a love of the desert and her yearn-
ing for a different kind of life. But Reiko and Seth both want something the 
other can't give the m. As summer ends, things begin to fall apart. But the 
end of love can sometimes be the beginning of you… 

Year 10+ 

Charlie is a freshman. And while he's not the biggest geek in the school, he is 
by no means popular. Shy, introspective, intelligent beyond his years yet so-
cially awkward, he is a wallflower, caught between trying to live his life and 
trying to run from it. Charlie is attempting to navigate his way through un-
charted territory: the world of first dates and mix-tapes, family dramas and 
new friends; the world of sex, drugs, and The Rocky Horror Picture Show, 
when all one requires is that perfect song on that perfect drive to feel infinite. 
But Charlie can't stay on the side line forever. Standing on the fringes of life 
offers a unique perspective. But there comes a time to see what it looks like 
from the dance floor. 

Year 11+ 

Enthralled by his own exquisite portrait, Dorian Gray exchanges his soul for 
eternal youth and beauty. Influenced by his friend Lord Henry Wotton, he is 
drawn into a corrupt double life; indulging his desires in secret while remain-
ing a gentleman in the eyes of polite society. Only his portrait bears the traces 
of his decadence. 

Year 11+ 

When it comes to standing her ground in her Harlem neighbourhood, she lets 

her fists and her fierceness do the talking. But X has secrets - her feelings for a 

boy in her bio class, and the notebook full of poems that she keeps under her 

bed. And a slam poetry club that will pull those secrets into the spotlight. Be-

cause in spite of a world that might not want to hear her, Xiomara refuses to 

stay silent. A novel about finding your voice and standing up for what you be-

lieve in, no matter how hard it is to say.  

Year 10+ 



It's early 1945 and a group of people trek across Germany, bound together 
by their desperation to reach the ship that can take them away from the 
war-ravaged land. 

Four young people, each haunted by their own dark secret, narrate their 
unforgettable stories. When the German ship the Wilhelm Gustloff was sunk 
in port in early 1945 it had over 9000 civilian refugees, including children, on 
board. 

Nearly all were drowned.  

Year 10+ 

Marianne Dashwood wears her heart on her sleeve, and when she falls in 

love with the dashing but unsuitable John Willoughby she ignores her sister 

Elinor's warning that her impulsive behaviour leaves her open to gossip and 

innuendo. Meanwhile Elinor, always sensitive to social convention, is strug-

gling to conceal her own romantic disappointment, even from those closest 

to her. Through their parallel experience of love - and its threatened loss - 

the sisters learn that sense must mix with sensibility if they are to find per-

sonal happiness in a society where status and money govern the rules of 

love. 

Year 9+ 

Sherlock Holmes, scourge of criminals everywhere, whether they be lurk-

ing in London's foggy backstreets or plotting behind the walls of an idyllic 

country mansion, and his faithful colleague Dr Watson solve twelve 

breathtaking and perplexing mysteries.  

 Love, tragedy, luck and salvation in the interweaving stories of four teenag-
ers in this extraordinary 1970s Alaskan set debut novel. Alaska, 1970: grow-
ing up here is like nowhere else. 

Ruth wants to be remembered by her grieving mother. Dora wishes she was 

invisible to her abusive father. Alyce is staying at home to please her par-

ents. Hank is running away for the sake of his brothers. Four very different 

lives are about to become entangled. Because if we don't save each other, 

how can we begin to save ourselves? 



The Walker children - also known as Captain John, Mate Susan, Able-

Seaman Titty, and Ship's Boy Roger - set sail on the Swallow and head for 

Wild Cat Island. There they camp under open skies, swim in clear water 

and go fishing for their dinner. But their days are disturbed by the Black-

ett sisters, the fierce   Amazon pirates. The Swallows and Amazons decide 

to battle it out, and so    begins a summer of unforgettable discoveries 

and incredible adventures.  

Year 7+ 

Teenagers in a small Oklahoma town have split into two gangs, divided by 
money, tastes and attitude. The Socs' idea of having a good time is 
beating up Greasers like Ponyboy Curtis. Ponyboy knows what to expect 
and knows he can count on his brothers and friends - until the night 
someone takes things too far, and life is changed forever. 

Year 10 + 

'Shoot all the bluejays you want, if you can hit 'em, but remember it's a 
sin to kill a mockingbird.' A lawyer's advice to his children as he defends 
the real mockingbird of Harper Lee's classic novel - a black man falsely 
charged with the rape of a white girl. Through the young eyes of Scout 
and Jem Finch, Harper Lee explores with exuberant humour the irrational-
ity of adult attitudes to race and class in the Deep South of the 1930s. The 
conscience of a town steeped in prejudice, violence and hypocrisy is 
pricked by the stamina of one man's struggle for justice. But the weight of 
history will only tolerate so much. To Kill a Mockingbird is a coming-of-age 
story, an anti-racist novel, a historical drama of the Great Depression and 
a sublime example of the Southern writing tradition. 

Year 10+ 

 Fiver, a young rabbit, is very worried. He senses something terrible is 

about to happen to the warren. His brother Hazel knows that his sixth 

sense is never wrong. So, there is nothing else for it. They must leave im-

mediately. And so begins a long and perilous journey of a small band of 

rabbits in search of a safe home. Fiver's vision finally leads them to Water-

ship Down, but here they face their most difficult challenge of all… 

Year 8+ 


