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Dear All,  
I am delighted to present this first newsletter of the Kenilworth Multi Academy Trust 
(KMAT). The newsletter is written primarily for parents, staff members, students, 
prospective parents/carers in the wider community, and any other stakeholders.  From 
September, this newsletter will be published on a termly basis to share good news stories 
and to celebrate the successes and achievements of students and staff in KMAT schools.  
Presently, the family of KMAT schools consists of Kenilworth School & Sixth Form and The 
Westwood Academy. We are united in our commitment to provide the best quality of 
education for all young people in our communities. Our mission is ‘Aspiring to Excellence 
through Quality, Ambition and Independence’.  Excellence for us is about realising the 
potential for all young people to achieve more than they thought possible by providing an 
inspiring and ambitious curriculum that goes beyond national requirements. We aim for all 
young people to think for themselves and develop independence, nurtured supportive 
adults in both KMAT schools. 
 
In my role as the Executive Leader of the Kenilworth Multi Academy Trust, I am in the 
fortunate position to see, at first hand, the excellent work that goes on within and across 
our schools; leaders and teachers sharing best practice in teaching and learning in the 
spirit of true collaboration and students studying together in lessons in the Sixth Form.  I 
am very proud of this excellent work and humbled to see the dedication and exceptional 
hard work of all of our staff; be they leaders, teachers or support staff working to make a 
difference to the lives of young people. 
 
Each of our schools has its own unique qualities and strengths, particularly in curriculum 
provision, which make it special because our approach is always to match our offer to best 
fit the needs of our respective communities of learners. The unity of two great schools 
creates a powerful dynamic that is stronger than two schools working on their own as it 
provides, amongst other things; increased opportunities for students, a wide talent pool of 
teachers and support staff to share ideas in planned training days and joint meetings or to 
be involved in joint standardisation of assessments and quality assurance processes. In 
addition to this, the creation of KMAT policies brings consistency in areas such as the 
management of finance, estates and facilities and aspects of HR, such as staff appraisal 
and safeguarding and a well-being service for staff though an external provider.  Further 
advantages of having central provision such as finance and estates allow leaders and 
teachers to concentrate on the core business of teaching and learning, thus reducing staff 
workload and providing more time to prioritise personal development for students.    
I hope that you will enjoy reading this newsletter, celebrating the outstanding work that 
goes on in both schools. If you wish to read more about KMAT please feel free to visit our 
website on: https://www.ksn.org.uk/1045/welcome-from-kmat 
As we near the end of term, I look forward to our first joint KMAT Sports Event for Year 7 
students in both schools on 13th July, allowing students further opportunities to get to 
know other students and staff beyond their home school.  This complements our existing 
post 16 collaboration in which some year 12 and 13 students travel to access courses 
outside of their home school.   
 
I would like to thank all staff and students for all their hard work this year and wish you 
and your families a restful break over the summer.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
H.H.S Abbott  
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on 28th June 
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sports day on  
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Both schools will 
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year. 

We wish you a safe 
and restful 
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Beat Boxing 
 
Year 8 and 9 students were fortunate enough to take 
part in workshops with beatbox artists from the 
Battersea Arts Centre and Beatbox Academy this half 
term. A group of Year 9s took to the stage making their 
debut at the Warwick Arts Centre to showcase their 
skills alongside some of the UK’s top beatboxing artists. 
They performed a curtain raiser before the BAC’s 
performance of Frankenstein: How to Make a Monster, a 
mind-blowing piece reimagining the classic piece of 
literature through beatboxing and modern messages. It 
was fantastic to see students perform in a theatre where 
we are forging strong links and their musicality was  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

extremely well received by both the audience and the 
professional artists. Our message to students is  
to take these opportunities when you can like the 
students who have this time; you may find new skills and 
talent that you didn’t know you had! 
 

 
 

 

Message from the Head of School 
 
This newsletter has afforded me the opportunity to reflect on the many successes and achievements of the 
Westwood pupils over the year. It is a pleasure to be able to celebrate the diversity of the school in all it’s 
many guises.  This year, Westwood pupils have enjoyed a successful school production, a superb careers fare, 
fantastic sporting achievements, extra-curricular activities for all interests as well as successes in the Arts, 
languages and debating, to name but a few.  It has been great to be able to get school trips and education visits 
up and running again and see the benefits of these experiences enriching our pupil’s lives.  At Westwood we 
are excited for future collaborations within the KMAT and look forward to the benefits of the KMAT unfolding 
in the future. 
 
Ms H. Lawrence 

The Westwood Academy 

MP visit 
Our local MP, Zarah Sultana, visited the school recently to work with our citizenship group.  During the visit, the 
class recreated the House of Commons and held a debate.  Ms Sultana was exceptionally impressed with the 
passion and commitment of our students in arguing their case. 

 

 
 



 

 
 
Maths department 
 
Last term we sent 18 Year 10 students to a maths 
options event at the University of Warwick. The day 
inspired students to consider their maths-related 
options for A level and beyond, and how the subject is 
linked to various careers.  
There was also a Q&A panel where students and their 
teachers were able to ask questions to specialists 
representing different degrees of study. 
 
 
As part of the event, students explored how we can 'Use 
Maths to Save Bees'. The pollinator problem - how a 
probabilistic decision support system can help when 
there is uncertainty in the system! 
We have since seen an increase in students opting to 
study further GCSE Maths.  
 

 
 
HAF Programme 
 
Westwood are working with the Coventry Holiday 
Activity and Food Programme to offer two holiday clubs 
for disadvantaged pupils.  The clubs will run during the 
summer holidays and offer two week-long activity 
programmes - a Creative Pathway and a Sports Pathway. 

 
 
Sport 
 
Evie (Yr 8) attended an International Children's Games 
Athletics selection event earlier in the year. Due to her 
excellent performance in the heat she has now been 
selected to be part of the team that will take place in the 
Games that will be hosted in Coventry on 11th - 
16th August. She will be competing for Team Coventry 
against 80+ cities from 32 countries, the Games will see 
more than 1500 children taking part across 7 different 
sports. 
 
Our year 8 footballers are through to the Final of the 
Coventry Cup.  This is the first time in the school’s 
history this has been achieved. The final is due to take 
place later this term.  The same team also made it as far 
as the semi-final stage of the West Midlands cup. 

 
 
 
Careers 
 
See last two careers bulletins attached. 

 
 
HS2 
 
Students from Westwood have begun work with Vinci 
who are working in partnership with HS2 and are 
responsible for building the viaduct close to our school.  
Our students will be visiting the site and learning about 
the project and contributing to the sustainability of HS2 
and minimising the impact on the environment. 

 
 
Warwick University Esports Programme  
 
A group of our Y9 pupils are participating in the Esports 
Programme at Warwick University this term, comprising 
6 after school sessions.  We are attending with a local 
Primary School (Cannon Park) and there will be an 
opportunity for our pupils to take leadership roles with 
the younger pupils.  

 
 
Duke of Edinburgh  
 
The Duke of Edinburgh award scheme is now running at 
Westwood with over 40 students in Years 9 & 10 
committed to the programme which is being led by Miss 
Carter.  This is a fantastic opportunity for our students to 
broaden their experiences.  In May they had a day of 
skills training at Rough Close where they learnt basic first 
aid, fire lighting and map reading amongst other things.  
Their first practice expedition goes ahead in June  
with the real expedition taking place in July. 

 

 
 

SEND students writing competition 
 
Last term our SEND team organised for 17 of our SEND 
students to write a story to be entered into the ‘The 
Twisted Tales’ competition.  All of the entrants were 
successful in having their work published.  We await an 
announcement on the overall winner of the competition. 



 

 
 
Mock Trial 
This year, for the first time we have entered a team of 
Year 9 students in the ‘Mock Trial’ competition.  This 
competition not only gives the students an insight into 
the law, but also develops their confidence and 
communication skills.  After visits to the court rooms, 
the competing students had to present both prosecuting 
and defence cases.  The students were very pleased to 
have achieved a 'not guilty' verdict in round one, when 
they were defending and a 'guilty' verdict in round two, 
when they were prosecuting!  Unfortunately, they were 
pipped to the post in winning the whole competition, 
but did exceptionally well.  One of the barristers was so 
impressed with our students and commented that he 
would “happily have the students in his court room!” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
NCS Participation 
 
As a school, The Westwood Academy engage frequently 
with NCS (National Citizen Service.)  This term we 
received recognition as the 4th placed school out of 91 
for the percentage levels of engagement in Year 11 
students. 

 
 
 

Diversity and Inclusion 
 
 
Earlier this year, I ran a session for my mentor group about transgender awareness. I wanted to run this session 
because LGBT issues are not spoken about enough in schools and therefore there is still a lot of transphobia and 
homophobia in schools because people are simply uneducated on the matter. My goal was to open the 
conversation surrounding transgender people and allow people to ask questions without judgement so they felt 
more comfortable discussing gender and identity. Following my session, I have worked with students of lower 
school to try to improve LGBT education and there is now an LGBT lunchtime club to provide a safe space for 
people struggling with their identity. There are also plans for me to work with members of senior leadership and 
mentors to discuss future sessions from September. In the sixth form, we put together a display board with further 
information following my session. I think it was really successful because something that started so small has made 
a huge difference across the school.    
Miles, Year 12 



 

  

 



 

   

 



 

 
 
  Collaboration between teachers from Kenilworth School and Westwood Academy 
 
Teachers within the KMAT met virtually on January 4th 2022, to participate in the second joint KMAT training day; the 
day focussed on sharing best practice and KS3 assessment, moderation and assessment. Feedback from the day was 
extremely positive and as a result of the training day, plans were made to develop current practice by introducing low 
stakes testing to enhance disciplinary subject knowledge at KS3 and to evaluate the way we teach lower ability 
students to structure their exam responses. 
 
Earlier this term, Kenilworth School hosted a trainee Religious Studies teacher from Westwood. The placement 
consisted of lesson observations, teaching and sharing of best practice and resources. The week was incredibly useful 
to teachers in both schools and strong relationships have been created within the KMAT; the relationship, between 
the schools, has continued to grow with regular communication and sharing of best practice maintained throughout 
the year. 
 
Two Mathematics teachers from Kenilworth School are currently teaching Y12 Mathematics to students at 
Westwood. The teachers are thoroughly enjoying working with the students who have demonstrated high levels of 
engagement and have been incredibly receptive; excellent progress has been made! 
 
Art teachers within the KMAT spent a productive day together moderating GCSE artwork. The day was incredibly 
useful and teachers were impressed with the commitment and quality of work produced from students in the KMAT. 
 
During the spring term, Kenilworth School hosted a KMAT Technology Day; the day consisted of observing lessons and 
planning engaging, sustainable projects to be delivered at both schools. The day was a great success and we look 
forward to seeing the work produced by students in both schools as they start their new projects. 
 
Students and teachers from both schools are looking forward to a joint Y7 sports event on Wednesday 13th July. 
Approximately 100 students from both schools will participate in a range of sporting events including badminton, 
table tennis and softball. The event will focus on developing skills, teamwork and forming new friendships.  

 
 

 

 
 



 

  

Collaboration between Science Teachers in KMAT 
 
Earlier this year I was kindly offered the opportunity to be involved in the Head of Science interviews at The 
Westwood Academy. It was a pleasure to work closely with the Head of School and Deputy Head of School, Ms 
Lawrence and Mr Irvine, sharing my thoughts and analysis following joint lesson observations of the candidates. 
Mrs O’Hara was appointed as the new Head of Science and we have since collaborated regularly and effectively, 
building up a strong working relationship and unifying both departments. 
 
In March this year Kenilworth School hosted the Science Faraday Challenge delivered by the Institute of 
Engineering & Technology. Eight year 9 students were selected from both Kenilworth and Westwood to take part 
in the competition. Students from 3 other local schools were also invited to join us; Trinity, North Leamington and 
Sidney Stringer. I was delighted that Mrs O’Hara was able to join us on the day, accompanying the students from 
Westwood.   
 
During the day students worked in teams to design an electrical device to improve patients’ stay in hospital. 
Students had to work collaboratively to allocate team roles before generating ideas, using a budget to purchase 
electrical items from a ‘shop’ and finally presenting their device to a panel of judges. The panel was extremely 
impressed by the innovative ideas designed and presented by both schools and students were commended on the 
way in which they conducted themselves during the day. All students thoroughly enjoyed the competition and the 
intention is for both schools to be involved in the next Faraday Challenge, proposed for October this year. 
 
Mrs O’Hara and I have collaborated on a number of other occasions since her appointment. Kenilworth and 
Westwood Science Departments collaborated during the Teacher Training Day in January. The meeting focussed on 
moderation of KS4 & KS4 assessments, plus each Science teacher was asked to share a teaching and learning 
strategy in regard to engagement, improving students’ metacognitive revision, building confidence at KS3, retrieval 
and retention and FAR marking; priorities for both schools.  
 
This week Mrs O’Hara will join me at Kenilworth to conduct Quality Assurance. Together we will undertake joint 
learning walks and lesson observations, speak with students and analyse student books across a range of classes 
and year groups. The intention being to identify and share best practices and encourage consistent practices across 
both departments. 
 
In addition, we recently shared and moderated year 11 mock exam papers – both the standard of questions and 
marking and Year 13 Westwood students have been attending our Science revision sessions here at Kenilworth. 
I hope to continue working closely with Mrs O’Hara and the Science department at Westwood and look forward to 
future collaboration. 
 
Mr M.Jones Head of Science, Kenilworth School 
 

 

 
 

Faraday Challenge 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kenilworth School & Sixth Form 

 

Budding Authors 
 
We were VERY proud to welcome two budding authors 
to the LRC on Wednesday 21st June 2022 as we hosted  
the book launch for 'Nightmares' written by Rowan  
and Emileigh in Year 8. 
 
Students in the LRC got the chance to hear from the  
girls who proudly promoted their book to eager  
readers.  Within seconds of announcing that the LRC  
was stocking their debut novel, both copies had been  
snapped up by students wanted to be the first to  
borrow it and we now have a waiting list! 
 
Students queued up to speak to the girls to ask them  
about their inspiration for their story, how they got  
started and what the future holds for the next  
instalment.  Some even asked for tips on writing a  
book and many were keen to pick it up and have a  
good look. 
 
Congratulations to Rowan and Emileigh on their hard 
work and amazing achievement! 

 

A Level Art work on display at Kenilworth Castle 28th June 2022 

 
 

 

The work of A Level Art students was on display at Kenilworth Castle on 28th June. 
 

Congratulations to everyone whose work was exhibited at the Castle.  The standard was very impressive. 
 

Kenilworth School and Sixth Form 



 

 
 
 
 
  

 

Kenilworth Students creative in the sunshine 
 
 
Mr Wells took his Year 7 class outside into the sunshine this week.  
 
They made images of masks with natural materials found in the school  
 
grounds.  
 
 
They enjoyed working in groups, using natural materials creatively and  
 
their images were very effective. 

 



 

   

Maths Revision Session 
 
The Maths Department were delighted to facilitate two extremely productive revision sessions for the GCSE 
examinations. These involved small groups of similarly able Year 11 students being tutored through sample 
examination questions by some fantastic Sixth Form volunteers, who study A-Level Further Maths.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The tutors were superb and the feedback from the Year 11s was extremely positive. It was a wonderful example of 
the school community coming together to support each other and we are grateful to everyone who supported it. 

 



 

   

Medics to Medics: Congratulations to Kenilworth Students for raising over 
£800 to purchase specialist medical equipment for the Ukrainian victims of 
war 
 
A very very good morning to you from  
somewhere deep in Poland! 
 
Unfortunately, due to the weather we  
have been unable to do our usual lovely  
unloading of kit, photographing it and  
then reloading it onto the van taking it  
back into Ukraine.  Instead we have  
done a van to van photo! 
 
This time around we are sending aid to  
a variety of different locations including  
an orphanage, a children’s hospital in  
the Kharkiv Oblast region, a hospital in  
Dnipro receiving the sickest patients  
from the conflict zones as well as IFAKs  
going to a variety front line posts  
including the 0 line (the very, very front line). 
 
As a result of where he will have to go, we need to protect the identity of our lovely friend.  You’ll have to trust us 
how lovely this picture is without the obscuring! 
 
As we always say, there are no winners in war on either side.  The entire situation is tragic, a humanitarian disaster 
and all we hope is that our supplies end up exactly where they are most needed, helping those most in need.  The 
mood here is actually fairly sombre this morning as once again, we are hearing first hand from someone who goes 
there regularly just how utterly horrific the situation is right now.   
 
We need to keep taking supplies over; we are small in scale but we do make a difference with what we take and we 
are told this every time we hand over. 
 
Our contact will keep us up to date with his journey and we will of course keep you updated in turn and hope that in 
a few days’ time we may have some pictures to share with you of all the items you have helped to send out! 
 
For now, all that is left to say is drop number 4, completed!  

 



 

 
  

 
Science Book Report on:  

‘The Concise Human Body Book’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Concise Human Body Book is a DK orchestrated  
non-fiction book all about human anatomy and biology.  
It includes almost all the body systems: skeletal, muscular,  
nervous, endocrine, lymph & immunity, respiratory,  
cardiovascular, digestive, integumentary, urinary, and  
reproductive. It goes into an in-depth analysis of each specific 
thing, giving you as much insight as possible. It breaks up  
each section from vital organs in this system, to the diseases  
and harmfulness it can cause. It is a detailed summary of each 
segment of the body. It leads you to a trail of curiosity. If you  
are interested in biology (mainly human anatomy) this book  
is 100% for you. 
 
 
I enjoyed this book because it is factual and helps enrich my  
learning and increases my knowledge on this fascinating  
subject. It also teaches me a lot about myself. It can also  
keep me healthier by knowing how to protect my body. With  
this knowledge, as well, I can apply it to my schoolwork and  
education, then share my knowledge with my peers, especially if they need help, guidance, or prompts. As a 
science enthusiast, I can apply my knowledge on human anatomy to my future too. Engineers and Innovators need 
to know what is harmful or beneficial to humans, in order to make products to benefit the community instead of 
harming it. It is the exact same with designers, artists, cooks, teacher, even retail workers. ¾ of jobs apply thoughts 
on human anatomy in order to make products that supply all needs for individual people. This book can also help 
you understand people around you, and what they are going through via a disability or an allergy, etc.  
 
 
As an early key stage three student, I apply my human anatomy topic into almost every branch of science. 
Reproduction and Puberty (RSE) links to the reproductive system, movement links to the skeletal and muscular 
system, DRE and Drug Effect links to certain organ systems, cells are another topic in which you apply this 
knowledge. As you progress, you can apply this knowledge into psychology, another branch of science. You will 
learn about the brain and certain hormones and how they affect the brain. You may learn about oxytocin, 
dopamine, serotonin, endorphins, etc. and how they affect certain parts of the brain.  
 
By Ayaan 7H 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Winners of the Coventry Telegraph Cup 
 
 
From the moment we reached the CBS Arena,  
I felt confident we could win.  We were first to  
arrive at the ground and had the whole pitch  
to ourselves to warm-up.  We could familiarise  
ourselves with the size of the ground and see  
how the grass played.  As the stand filled up  
with supporters, the Bilton team arrived  
but they had a far shorter warm up and  
looked rushed. I felt we walked out onto the  
pitch at the start of the game with the  
advantage.   
 
 
 
We started confidently, our passing and work rate was high, resulting in a number of half chances coming our way.  
Bilton were second best to every ball.  We didn’t manage to get the breakthrough we deserved, and the game started 
to even out. Eventually about halfway through the first half, a ball was whipped in from the right and flicked on.   Riley 
met the oncoming ball and smashed it through the keepers’ legs from the edge of the box.   We were ahead!   
 
 
We were holding out the half well, until Bilton had a corner just before the end of the first half.  The ball was floated 
in and was met by a Bilton player who put it into the roof of the net.  After a good half from us, we found ourselves 
level at the break.  
 

 
With the team talk from Mr Dandy and Mr Jones in 
mind we started the second half well but still feeling a 
bit shell shocked from the unexpected goal. This 
resulted in a passage of play where we were nervous 
and tentative.  However, as the game wore on, we 
played through this phase and started to dictate the 
play again.  Midway through the second half, Connor 
had the ball in his hands at the edge of his box.  He 
saw the opportunity to slide Riley in on goal and 
executed an outstanding pass.  Riley got on the end 
of the ball, controlled it with his head and chipped it 
over the oncoming keeper into the back of the net!  
We were back in the lead!   

 
 
The rest of the game was tense, but we managed to 
see out the time.  The whole squad played their parts, 
and I was proud to be captain of this team.   
 
Jack, Year 11 (Captain) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

School days are the best days 
 

Melodies throughout the air, 
A symphony of cacophonous creatures, 
Yet stirring in their brick-built dwellings, 

An aura of silence is broken. 
Rushing down the wooden hill, 

Drifts of flavour, an urge to replenish 
A glance at the clock, a tentative scare. 
Penetration through the panelled door 
Sugar- flecked skies and flowers galore, 

A mountainous building overhead, 
For this is Kenilworth School. 

 
Once again a familiar bell rings, 

Clusters of children head up the stairs 
A plethora of Math and Science, 

Lessons to be learnt. 
Greeted by our wondrous tutors, 

Smiles emerge and discussions erupt. 
Yes Miss! Here Sir! The regular for us. 

Lessons commence a variety of knowledge. 
A great expanse of wisdom, 

Shrouded by these very classrooms. 
 

Waves of hunger, 
Cravings of nourishment 

Lunch is nearing; queues are gathering, 
Tasteful aromas enter our halls, 

Sightings of food 
A food- filled world to discover. 

 
Chiming and ringing, 

A hasty urge to deliver, 
For lessons we meet once again, 
With joy and plentiful pleasure, 

Yet as the end of this chapter is nearing 
We ponder and wonder, 

What is the future and what’s to be learnt? 
 

3:30 is a sight to be seen, 
Panic and rejoice, havoc and serenity 

For as we exit those very gates, 
We’ll never know what lies ahead. 

Ahead, out of these halls, 
Ahead, out in an infinite universe 

 
Olivia, Year 7 Kenilworth School 



 

  

 


