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  Dear All, 
 

The option choices for Year 9 are currently being processed and this is helping us to design 
next year’s GCSE curriculum.  This will be a lengthy process and we will engage with 
families if there are likely to be problems with students’ option choices.  Students will not 
know until next term, when the timetable is constructed, whether they have been 
guaranteed places for their chosen subjects as this does link with staffing appointments 
and capacity to run option choices. 
 

We constantly review the curriculum to ensure that students can have the best 
opportunities to excel.  Our curriculum is timetabled in Years 7 and 8 in thirds, however, 
in Key Stage 4 we normally split the year groups for timetabling purposes in halves.  
Occasionally we have parents who request information from the core subject Heads of 
Department as to why students may have appeared to drop a set when they move from 
Key Stage 3 to Key Stage 4.  This does not in itself mean that your child is doing less well 
or that they are not making the expected progress.  If a student has been in a particular 
set in Key Stage 3 when the structure changes in Key Stage 4, there is no guarantee that 
the student will remain in that set, eg. set 1 in a third of a population does not necessarily 
equate to set 1 in a cohort that is split into halves.  The most important point that I want 
to stress to all families, however, is regardless of what set a student is in, students can 
excel to the best they are capable of and when it comes to GCSE, students are always 
entered for the most appropriate papers for them to achieve the greatest success.  The 
review of sets does take place regularly and is always evidence-based.   
 

The ‘Passport to the Prom’ will begin on Monday for Year 11 students which is aimed at 
incentivising them over the next few weeks in the build up to their GCSE exams.  The 
exam boards have now reduced the contents for GCSEs but this information has only just 
been confirmed in February.  This means that every week, from now until students sit 
their GCSEs, is important.  We ask parents to ensure that students attend every lesson 
possible and catch up on any work missed if they are absent in these remaining weeks. 
 

As you are aware, we recently launched a consultation on school uniform with students.  
In the next week, we will begin the consultation with parents and teachers, however, I 
wish to assure you at this stage that this is consultation in preparation for the new school 
opening in September 2023.  There are no changes proposed to the uniform from 
September 2022.  Our current uniform, however, could, in some cases, be worn more 
smartly.  
 

Rehearsals are going well for the school production and, this year, the school production 
is taking place before Easter rather than in the summer term to enable GCSE and A level 
students to take part. 
 

We have been saddened to hear of the death of two former students from Kenilworth 
School.  One of these students would have been in the current Year 13 had she remained 
in school.  We extend our sincere condolences to her family and offer any support to any 
students in Year 13 who may have known her as she was a very kind and dedicated 
student.  The girl’s funeral is today.  If anyone has been affected by these tragic loss of 
lives, please get in touch with anyone from the pastoral team and we will be able to offer 
some external counselling. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

H.H.S. Abbott 
Headteacher 
 

11th March 2022 

DIARY DATES 
 
 
 
 
March 
 
24th Year 12  

Parents Eve. 
 
30th Wizard of Oz 
31st Wizard of Oz  
 
April 
1st  Wizard of Oz 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PTA 
Bags 2 School 

 
Our PTA will be 

collecting bags of good 
quality second hand 

clothing, paired shoes, 
handbags, belts and 

accessories 
on: 

 

Sunday  
20th March 

2.00pm – 3.00pm 
 

Monday  
21st March 
By 9.00am 

 

Lower School  
Car Park 

 

Please provide your 
own bags, the contents 
will be weighed and all 
money raised will go to 

our school. 
 
 

 



  

The Wizard of Oz 
 

We had our second all day rehearsal on Sunday 6th March.  
 

The students were incredible, working really hard to finish off the last of the chorus numbers. The show is 
shaping up to be a fantastic production. The students are getting really excited for the show week and we 
can't wait for our audiences to see it. Tickets are now available online - go to the Ticket Source website 
and search for 'Kenilworth School'. The full details are on the poster in this newsletter. We would love to 
see as many people as possible at our show. It has been nearly 3 years since we had a school production, 
and The Wizard is a great show to put on as we come out of the Covid restrictions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We promise you a night of fun and excitement; with a superb live orchestra, a well organised backstage 
team and an amazingly talented cast. There are over 100 Kenilworth students involved and every one of 
the them will really appreciate your support.  Craig Shelton - Director and Producer 
 



 

  



 

   

World Book Day 
 

The LRC was happy to welcome ex-student Lance  

Manley to the school as part of our World Book Day  

celebrations. Lance spoke to year 9 about his  

experience of the school back in the eighties and  

how some of his experiences were part of the  

inspiration for his book The Catastrophe of the  

Emerald Queen and it's sequel The Sunder of  

the Octagon.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of our Sixth Formers, Josh working on World Book Day. 



 

 
 

Rocket arrives in school 
 
Last Friday we had a space rocket come into school. This was organised by Mr Suther who runs the Space Rocket and 
Robot Club on Mondays and Wednesdays afterschool. If you would like to learn more about this club please contact:- 
Mr Tall via j.suther@ksn.org.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mr Suther and the students were buzzing with excitement, the rocket arrived at 7.30am on Friday morning and was 
being set up as the students arrived at the start of their day. There was an electricity in the air and a buzz could be felt 
around the school from students, staff and visitors to the site.   

The Skybolt Rocket which is a sounding rocket, stands 9 metres tall and had a diameter of approx. 600-900mm. The 
rocket arrived the back of 3.5 ton truck and is a solid stage rocket. It was launched in October 2017, a three stage 
rocket that could carry a maximum payload of 20kg. It is used to take measurements and carries circuit board sand a 
teddy bear on launch. It can reach a maximum altitude of 83 miles, 21 miles beyond the 62 miles, of what is classed as 
being in space. 62 miles allows you to see the curvature of the earths horizon and atmosphere.  The rocket weighs a 
total weight of approx. 2.5 tons when filled with fuel and payload.   

The Skybolt rocket cost £180,000 to construct and was powered by a solid fuel rocket, single thrust rocket., It has 
actually flown in space, so the students were actually seeing a living piece of space history for the UK Private Space 
Program, which is totally awesome. Skybolt is a re-useable rocket but unfortunately one of the fins and part of the 
bottom stage was damaged on a bumpy landing, this was due to the third stage of the rocket parachute failing to 
deploy correctly.   
 
Steve, the owner of Starchaser and his team, Chris and Clare brought the rocket into school. They are currently in the 
process of building and testing their next rocket as the goal for the company is to offer affordable access to everyone 
to visit space and bring tourists to space. They are building their first manned rocket called ASTRA _X which is due to 
launch later this year and has been built in collaboration with the Royal Air Force. If you can imagine that the total 
flight time of the Skybolt rocket was 5 minutes to reach its altitude, this meant that it would reach a speed of 6 x times 
faster than the speed of sound and would be pulling 6Gs which is more that the Space Shuttle, this would normally 
take up to 4-5Gs.   

 

mailto:j.suther@ksn.org.uk


 

  Rocket arrives in school continued… 
 
Not only did the students get to see a rocket, the space rocket and robot clubs members along with the Year 7s and 8s 
were involved with the propulsion Workshop which was an explosive and informative workshop. Students learnt 
about how rockets worked from ancient China and Wu Fang, up the Apollo missions and how the Saturn V rocket 
came about being based upon the V2 rocket. It was a blast, explosive as the students got to see different types of 
chemical reactions take place in a safe and controlled environment, from solid fuel to gas state and liquid fuels. Like 
kerosene, otherwise known as paraffin in the UK. They learnt about Newtons 3 Laws of motion.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Feedback from the students: 
 

“It was really cool and informative” Jared Yr9   

“Interesting and enjoyable” Isobel Yr 9   

“It looked like a massive missile, it was supercool, the talk was very interesting and there was a lot 

of explosions” Will Yr7  

“My first notion of thought was that “Oh yeah I forgot that was happening today.” Overall, I was 

impressed by the experience and the education conference provided by STARCHASER. I thought the 

demonstrations were exciting, intriguing and a valuable opportunity, benefiting the quality of 

education of students at Kenilworth School. It is a real asset for the school to have these type of 

varying activities. In my opinion Mr Suther should be credited deeply for his meritorious conduct in 

his exemplary networking skills, without which, such opportunities would not be attainable. Thank 

you to him, a true inspirational figure to Kenilworth School.” Oliver Yr 10  

“The staff were very friendly and happy to answer the questions asked, by students and staff” 

George Yr 10  

“It was very good and very enjoyable and loved the propulsion lab talk we would love more things 

like this at the school it was explosive” Dragos and George Yr 7  

“Quite like the passing around of the metal honey comb fin, at the talk by the rocket, loved the 

experiments that the STARCHASER people did in the hall” Tom and Dan Yr 7  
 

 



 

   

Fundraising Challenges for Ukraine 
 
Staff and students are fundraising to support those affected by the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine.  
 
We have launched two fundraising challenges. 
 
In the first challenge, participants must run or  
walk a total of 5km from Monday 7th March to  
Sunday 13th March. In the second, participants  
can set themselves their own challenge (which  
can be anything at all!) to complete between  
Monday 7th March and Sunday 20th March.  
It is not too late to get involved and students  
can find out more information about the  
challenges on ClassCharts! 
 
We are delighted to have already raised over £3,000 and are very grateful to all those who 
are participating in the challenges or who have left a donation. Every penny of the money 
raised will go directly to the British Red Cross’s Ukraine Crisis Appeal, helping Ukrainian 
refugees get food, water, first aid, medicines, warm clothes and shelter. 
 
Some of the staff members who have set themselves their own challenge include: 
 

 Mr Garratt, who is riding a mountain bike along the canal tow paths from Solihull to 

Oxford (a distance of 80 miles!) on Saturday 12th March. 

 Miss Partridge, who is walking and running a total distance of 10km every day during 

the challenge.  

 Miss Harros, who is running 5km every day during the challenge. 

 Miss Edwards, who is aiming to run a total distance of 30km during the challenge. 

 Mr Grandieux, who has completed a 15km run. 

 I (Miss Purewal) will be running a half-marathon on Sunday 13th March.  

 

If you would like to support the staff and students who are completing the challenges, 
please consider leaving a donation:  
 
https://www.justgiving.com/team/KenilworthSchoolFundraisingForUkraine  
 
Best wishes,  
Miss Purewal 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/team/KenilworthSchoolFundraisingForUkraine


 

 
  

Mr Garratt’s route from Solihull to Oxford 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Jack Casey (8K) completing a walk as part of the challenge.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Holdforth doing the 5K challenge  
for Ukraine. 
 
 



 
 

Ukraine Donations Delivered 
 

On Sunday, Miss Halford packed all the school donations into a van and delivered them to The Hive, a 
community hub in Moseley, Birmingham, for them to be distributed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Hub was well organised with a group of volunteers who swiftly unpacked and sorted our donations 
which were loaded onto a large truck and driven out to Ukraine this week. 
 
Thank you to all those who donated and the staff,  
Mr Garratt, Mr Lang, Mrs Tilley, Mr Allen and  
Mr Grimes who helped transport the donations.  
Special thanks to the students who offered their help,  
without being asked and gave up their lunch breaks,  
staying after school to help load the donations.  
 
You are all superstars, thank you. Miss Halford 

 
 



 

  

 

Motte and Bailey Castles 
 

Students in 7C have been producing Motte and Bailey castles and explaining how they helped William the 
Conqueror keep control of England. There were lots of creative methods of producing model castles, 
including videos of digitally produced castles. Well done 7C! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sade, Jessica, Maisie and Effy. 

 

 



 

   

National Reading Competition Report- Olivia Harold 
 

During periods 1-3 on Tuesday the 8th of March, participants, of whom ranged from age 11 to 14, 
competed in the National Reading Competition against over 500 other schools combined. Questions 

included general author and quote knowledge, categories focused on heroes, pets and more! However, 
how was this sensational experience? Read on to further investigate the thrills and potential wins of this 

spectacular competition. 
 

Overall, how do you feel about the reading contest? 
 

“Overall, I found this extremely entertaining and beneficial, we were possessed the ability to rejoice over 
the power of reading and engage in a generally creative and thought requiring activity.” 

 

What did you enjoy about it? 
 

“I and so many others who have competed have experienced the pleasures of gaining new, or expanding, 
friendships, interacting and learning about a variety of unique books and articles, whilst of course being 

hosted by Mr. Dilly himself!” 
 

Unfortunately, we did not reach the top three positions, however the experience is certainly a vital reward 
for any contender. 

 
We all greatly appreciate the enormous efforts that our kind librarian Mrs. Eadon arranged for us students 

as a collective. 
 



 

 
 

 
Books for Readaxation 

 
Readaxation: the act of reading for pleasure as a deliberate strategy for reducing stress levels. 

 

Lower School Choice 

 
The Space we’re in – Katya Balen 

We are her world and her universe and her space and her stars and her sky  
and her galaxy and her cosmos too. 

Frank is ten. He likes cottage pie and football and cracking codes. 

Max is five. He eats only Quavers and some colours are too bright for him  
and if he has to wear a new T-shirt he melts down down down. Sometimes  
Frank wishes Mum could still do huge paintings of stars and asteroids like  
she used to, but since Max was born she just doesn't have time. When  
tragedy hits Frank and Max's lives like a comet, can Frank piece together a  
universe in which he and Max aren't light years apart? This jaw-dropping,  
heart-breaking and hopeful novel from debut author Katya Balen will  
remind you we are all made of stardust. 

Upper School Choice 

 
Beautiful Creatures – Kami Garcia & Margaret Stohl 
 
Lena Duchannes is unlike anyone the small Southern town of Gatlin has ever  
seen, and she's struggling to conceal her power, and a curse that has haunted  
her family for generations. But even within the overgrown gardens, murky  
swamps and crumbling graveyards of the forgotten South, a secret cannot  
stay hidden forever. 
 
Ethan Wate, who has been counting the months until he can escape from  
Gatlin, is haunted by dreams of a beautiful girl he has never met. When Lena  
moves into the town's oldest and most infamous plantation, Ethan is  
inexplicably drawn to her and determined to uncover the connection between  
them. 

In a town with no surprises, one secret could change everything. 
 
Don’t forget – if you can’t get to the LRC there are hundreds of books available on the eBook platform 
(https://kenilworth.eplatform.co/) just use your school email and password to login. 
 
Happy Reading 
 
Mrs Eadon  
 



 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Sixth Form Amnesty International Group Quiz 
are hosting a quiz night for Sixth Form staff and students on 

Thursday 17th March 

7.00-8.30pm 

Upper School Hall, Leyes Lane 

£3.00 
 

Tickets will be on sale in Sixth Form Reception Mon - Wed. Or see Mai Duffield / Freya Stephenson for a 
ticket, all proceeds will be donated to the current Ukraine Appeal. 

Four rounds: music, celebrities, general knowledge and flags of the world. 

All Sixth Formers are welcome. 
 



 

   

Adidas Jacket 
 
We had a ladies Adidas coat left at USU, is it yours?  
 
If so, please collect from Upper School Office. 
 
Thank you 

 

FUNDRAISING MANAGER 
 
I have recently joined the school as the Fundraising Manager for the school & sixth form relocation project. 
The primary objective of my role is to raise additional funds for innovative resources which will enhance 
the learning environment of the new school and sixth form.  Raising the funds will need to be a school 
community team effort and if anyone has any contacts with the community, any fundraising ideas or if 
parents or carers would like to volunteer to be on the fundraising committee then please feel free to 
email/call me. 
 
I am very excited about this project and supporting the development of the new school. I am looking 
forward to working with you all. 
 
I can be contacted by email on: 
School phone number 01926 859421 
J.Chohan@ksn.org.uk 
 



 

 
 
 
  

 
Girls Football Activator Leaders 
 
On Wednesday 9th March, nine Year 9 and 10 girls attended the largest girls’ football session in the 
country with over 75,000 participants. The girls coached and supported over 200 students throughout the 
day – here’s how we thought it went!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ruby, Anna, Phoebe and Imogen 
 

“I thought it was a really well organised event and the girls seemed to really enjoy it!” –  

Anna Oke 10E  

“I had lots of fun coaching, and I think the day was really successful!” – Phoebe Wilson 

10E  

“We started off the day by teaching KS2 students who were very enthusiastic. It was 

extraordinarily heart-warming to witness the character development of the girls 

throughout the day, and it was great to see them all joining in. LET GIRLS 

PLAY!!!”  Ruby Holden 10L  

 

“In the afternoon, we began by teaching KS1 this time – it was so nice seeing young 

children who wouldn’t normally participate in such events, having fun and improving.” 

Imogen Campbell 10G 

“It was an amazing experience for all the students that took part”   

 
The event was sponsored by Disney, the FA, Youth Sports Trust and Warwickshire Sport Partnership.   
 



 

 



 



 

  

 

 

Look out for some of our students on 
stage! 



 

 
  

Careers and Apprenticeships 
 

 

Please contact Careers Advisor Ms Linsell if you need any help or advice with 
next steps. S.linsell@ksn.org.uk , or in Meadow Hall office  

Mon, Weds, Fri and Sixth Form Tues and Thurs.  
Don’t forget to check Class Charts for year group opportunities sent out during 

the week.  
 

Heart of England Careers 
Thu, 17 March 2022 19:00 – 20:00 GMT 
 
Are you interested in a career in the environmental sector? 
The Heart of England Forest is an environmental charity which wants to help reverse centuries of 
woodland decline and create and conserve a magnificent 30,000 acre broadleaf forest for the 
benefit of the environment, wildlife and people. 
Join us for this free event and hear from some of our staff who are early on in their careers and 
find out more. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/heart-of-england-forest-careers-in-the-environment-tickets-
272850201297  
 
Jaguar Land Rover Apprenticeship Scheme 

We still have places on the following Advanced Apprenticeships, Higher Apprenticeships and 
Degree Apprenticeships, but make sure they hurry to apply as these may close at any point, due 
to the volume of applications we receive. 

 Level 6 Digital and Technology Solutions Degree Apprenticeship Data Analytics 
 Level 6 Digital and Technology Solutions Degree Apprenticeship Software 

Engineering with data 
 Level 6 Applied Professional Engineering Degree Apprenticeship Electrical  
 Level 4 Apprenticeship Engineering 

https://www.jaguarlandrovercareers.com/content/Apprentices/?locale=en_GB&dm_i=30Z2,195T9,
8EJYZH,4VL3V,1  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Women in Leadership Webinar, 31 March 2022 

Free for schools to join  
Register now to join us live or request the recorded event 

 
“The panel event was superb - our girls were introduced to some truly inspiring women. The 

students found the women relatable and their stories gave them confidence”  
 

The National Literacy Trust’s Words for Work: Women in Leadership programme helps young women 
to develop the literacy skills, leadership abilities and confidence they need to achieve their potential.  
To share the stories and insight from women in the workplace, we are delighted to invite you to our Women 
in Leadership online webinar.  
 
At the event young women will hear from an inspirational panel who will: 

 Share their career stories 

 Give their advice and top tips for young women about communication and the world of work  
 Share their insight into confidence building and developing leadership skills  

 

mailto:S.linsell@ksn.org.uk
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Who is it for? 
This opportunity is open to all young women aged 16+. We welcome teachers to join with their class. If 
students want to join as individuals this is still possible, but they need to register separately and reference 
their educational institution upon registration. 
 
When and how? 
The event will take place via Zoom on 31 March from 14.05 –15.05  
Register now at: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QZGsscFzQtaFV5uL9BE75w 
 

 

Springpod Virtual Work Experience Business/Finance  

We've got a new and exciting Virtual Work Experience programme for any students interested in business 
and/or finance. 
 This new short programme is called Basics to Boardroom and will cover topics such as: 
- Business & finance 
- Marketing 
- Finance and accountancy 
- Investment banking 
- Investment management at Investec 
  
 Students can dip in and out of this programme whenever it suits them and so there's less commitment on 
their part around exam revision season when we know they're keen to direct their efforts towards those 
goals. 
   
https://join.springpod.com/business-short-course/  

National Film and Television School  

Access NFTS is supported by Universal Pictures, with each In Conversation event sponsored by 
an upcoming Universal release. The sessions will be informal conversations between the Head of 
Outreach at the NFTS and a current student. The conversation will focus on the career the student 
is studying for, their pathway to the NFTS, their experience both before and during their current 
study and answering questions from the audiences.  

These sessions are available to all, simply click on the link below to complete a booking form and 
confirmation details, including the zoom link, will be sent to you in advance of each event.  

Each week we will have a different student in conversation. The course/career focus for 
each week will be; 

- 14th March : Digital Effects 

- 21st March : Production Management  

- 28th March : Directing and Producing TV Entertainment 

- 29th March : Directing Commercials  

There is no charge for any of these events and they will take place via Zoom between 5pm 
and 6pm on the dates shown. The content is informal and introductory in nature so would be 
suitable for secondary school pupils and above. Please note under 16s will not be able to show 
their video image unless they are accompanied by an adult. 
 
Booking available via the google form here 

Further details about Access NFTS can be found here 
 

Careers, University & Apprenticeships 
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Medicine and Law 
 
In Year 12 we have MedSoc and LawSoc and are looking to have people  
who are involved in the professions to talk to students (either in person  
or via Teams) about their experiences. We are looking to find work  
experience placements as well. 
 
Please contact Dr Kathryn Parsons (UCAS coordinator) on k.parsons@ksn.org.uk  
 
Students who are interested in medicine or a medically related degree please look at the medic portal: 
www.themedicportal.com 
 
There is lots of advice exploring what you can do to make a competitive application, virtual work experience, 
advice about entrance exams and so on 
 
Students who are interested in law or a law related degree please look at the lawyer portal 
www.thelawyerportal.com 
 
There are links to various areas of law, entrance exams and much more. 
 
There is still the opportunity to sign up to the Oxford and Cambridge Student Conference – it is also useful 
or those students who are planning to study at a Russell Group university 
www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/events/student-conferences 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Below is a link to a programme that accommodates student who are from a background who usually do not 
attend university, please come and see me if you want to find out more 
 
WarwickScholars@warwick.ac.uk  
 
 
Dr Parsons 
 

University Advice 
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